
THE    JONES    SCHOOLHOUSE    PROGRAM 
 
 

We have designed this program for elementary students both to 
stimulate their curiosity and to help them develop a sense of 
history. We welcome any suggestions you might have. If you have 
any questions about the program or packet materials, please 
contact Kathy Meyer (509-334-9089, klemeyer@gmail.com) or 
Dan Leonard (509-332-8211, drleonard44@gmail.com). If you 
would like to see the schoolhouse before your visit, contact one of 
us to make arrangements. 
  

 
 
Opening Exercises: In the 19th century, the teacher called students to class by ringing a bell. 
Students should form two lines in front of the door, boys on the left and girls on the right, arranged from 
youngest (and shortest) in front to oldest (and tallest) in back. Girls will enter first, hang up their coats or 
jackets, and stand by their desks. Boys will follow. No one should sit down until told to do so. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: When everyone has entered the schoolhouse, students will recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. This was still fairly new and not used universally in 1895. It first appeared in Youth 
Companion magazine in 1892. The original wording was modified in 1923 and the words “under God” 
were added in 1954. Please have your class practice this earliest version for your trip to the Jones 
Schoolhouse: “I pledge allegiance to my flag and to the republic for which it stands; one nation, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 
 
Hymn, Prayer, or Patriotic Song: In Whitman County in 1895, the settlers were universally Christian 
and saw nothing wrong with prayer in school, so school often began each day with a prayer or a hymn. 
Warn your students that this might occur at the Jones Schoolhouse; if anyone or their parents object, 
please inform us and we will replace the prayer or hymn with a patriotic song. Students should not sit 
down until afterward, when the teacher gives them permission to do so.  
 
Maxims: After the prayer or song, there will be a short discussion of the moral lesson for the day. These 
moral lessons, called maxims, might be quotations from sources such as the Bible, literature, or 
Benjamin Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac. Examples: A penny saved is a penny earned. *** 
Knowledge is the only jewel that will not decay. *** A friend in need is a friend indeed. *** Do unto 
others as you would have others do unto you. *** To talk without thinking is to shoot without aiming. 
*** Empty wagons make the most noise. *** Speech is silver, silence golden; Speech sows, silence 
reaps. *** Little said is soonest mended. *** Loss of temper is loss of sense. *** Mind unemployed is 
mind unenjoyed. *** Spare the rod, spoil the child.  
 
Lessons #1-2: The morning lessons will begin following the maxim. Please choose four of the 
following, two for the morning lesson and two more for after lunch. Please note that lessons in 1895 
were only 15 minutes long (ours will probably be slightly longer, however). 
 
Arithmetic: In arithmetic especially, teachers relied on drilling and rote memory work. The student who 
could recite the multiplication table twelve times both forwards and backwards was the envy of all. 
Teachers emphasized students’ ability to figure problems in their heads. They drilled students aloud and 
expected them to use “mental arithmetic” to arrive at the answers. Word problems were practical, 
focusing on concepts that students would need for daily life – figuring production of bushels per acre, 
food and clothing expenses for a family, gross and net profits, measurements for building construction, 
interest on borrowed money, and so on. In the 19th century, being able to figure quickly in one’s head 
was a necessity. There were no adding machines, calculators, or printed cash register receipts. Everyone 
had to figure for themselves in order to charge or pay the correct amount.  
 



Penmanship: By the end of the 19th century, the simplified, efficient Palmer method of business writing 
had replaced the elaborate and ornate Spencerian system. Push-pull, oval, and circular exercises required 
daily practice for perfect execution. Good penmanship was valued by most people, and parents expected 
their children to practice their handwriting diligently. There were no computers, and typewriters were 
rare, so most business and government records were written by hand. Clear handwriting was a necessary 
skill for anyone who wanted an occupation other than farm or manual labor. In this lesson, students will 
practice Palmer Drills, learning to write their names, the name of their school or town, or a maxim in 
cursive, depending on age level. 
 
Poetry: Memorizing and reciting classic works of poetry was used to teach young children to read and 
to help older children appreciate literature. It also promoted elocution, the art of clear speaking. The 
benefits of poetry went beyond the schoolroom, however. According to a 1902 teacher’s manual, 
“Poetry imparts a tone to one’s spiritual system for life. It is rich and pure enough to oust all baser and 
cruder songs, and to set the pitch of character.” Poetry was believed to have the power to comfort, 
elevate, and refine children who learned it. In school, students learned both lengthy classics, such as 
“The Children’s Hour” and “Paul Revere’s Ride,” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, as well as shorter, 
now-forgotten poetry like “My Little White Kitten” and “The Journey of Life.”  By today’s standards, 
these poems often seem overly sentimental or religious; but they were standard fare for school programs 
and community picnics, and children were often called upon to recite them for visitors when their 
parents entertained. For this lesson, students will read, discuss, memorize, and recite a short poem from 
the 19th century or earlier, or they will learn different verses of a long poem that they will recite in turns. 
 
Science: You and/or your class may take “potluck” or choose from a variety of scientific topics, 
including: 1) Physics (electricity, motion, simple machines, lenses and mirrors), 2) Astronomy 
(stars and constellations, planets, the moon and its phases, seasons, day/night), 3) Earth Science (rocks 
and minerals, landforms, weather), 4) Biology (animals, plants, growth and development, fruits, cells, 
diseases [smallpox, measles, Rabies, typhoid fever, etc.]) and 5) Chemistry (fire, the elements and 
“recent” discoveries). Remember that all science topics will be taught within the limits of scientific 
knowledge in 1895! 
 
Washington and US Geography & History: Nineteenth century teachers taught geography and history 
primarily as an accumulation of facts. Once again, drilling and memorization were the main teaching 
tools. In geography, emphasis was placed on cardinal directions, neighboring states and territories, their 
principal and capital cities, rivers, and mountain ranges. Also important were the identification of 
natives in a given area and an area’s economic emphasis. The focus of history was political; and 
memorization of presidents, wars, and other important events were stressed. This lesson will emphasize 
Whitman County, Washington, and the United States the way they were in 1895, using period maps. 
 
World Geography & History: World geography and history were also taught as an accumulation of 
facts. The world in 1895, however, was very different than the world today. Empires still existed, and 
colonialism had not yet disappeared. Emphasis in this lesson will be placed not only on physical features 
and maps, but also on different political systems. 
 
Lunch: Students will need to bring sack lunches, just like students a century ago brought their lunches 
to school in lunch pails each day. While they eat at their desks, a schoolmarm or master will lead a 
discussion about how lunches have changed since 1895. 
 
Recess: After lunch (weather permitting), students will be excused for a short recess. Games like “Duck, 
Duck, Goose,” “Red Rover, Red Rover,” and “Simon Says” will be played. If the weather is bad, we 
will play indoor games like “Gossip” and “Animal Charades.” 
 
Lessons #3-4: See above. 
 
Dismissal: The girls will be dismissed first, oldest to youngest, followed by the boys. Students should 
leave the classroom in an orderly fashion. 


