
Whitman County Historical Society                                                                                                                       

Board Meeting                                                                                                                                                                    

Sept 15,2021 

Attendees: Linda Hackbarth, Thresa Dale, Krista Boyd, Greg Partch, Jeff Pietila. Jon Anderson and Denise 

Mahnke participated via phone.  Mark Clinton arrived at 7:15pm.  Director Val Gregory was also in 

attendance. 

Greg called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. We met at the Perkins House. 

There were questions from Jeff and Linda regarding the drain field at the Perkins House.  After 

discussion the Consent Agenda was approved by Linda Hackbarth, seconded by Jeff Pietila. Motion 

passed. 

Presidents Report: 

Greg discussed the by-laws. Discussion regarding the Nominating Committee Process including 

procedures for filling board positions and adding a Past Presidents position to the board. 

Directors Report: 

Val gave a recap of the month since our last board meeting.  The Safe Deposit Box has been closed at US 

Bank and one has been opened at WaFd Bank. The Deeds and other documents will be taken to the new 

Safe Deposit Box this week.  The contents that are stored in the Safe Deposit Box can be viewed on the 

Society Web Page under the Boards Access. 

The Annual Meeting was discussed.  The Colfax High School Auditorium has been secured as the 

meeting place.  Rules at the Library Center were changing daily and would not have allowed a large 

gathering.  Jeff Burns a WSU Graduate, Author, and Investigative Journalist will be doing a presentation 

of his writings and research on James “Cashup” Davis with his telescope and top hat as props.  The case 

for them built by Mike Markley and Don Myott will be there on display as well.  Greg will be contacting 

Mr. Burns to see what technology will be needed for the presentation. 

The School House at the Fair had low attendance this year.  There were two classes on Thursday and 

one on Friday.  The Neil McCoy Band used the School House as their green room and prep area on 

Wednesday.  Set up had to wait until early Thursday morning.  The plan is to meet with the Fair 

Managers next year as to the details and schedule for the schoolhouse and blacksmith shop.  No letters 

were sent this year to any of the schools by the fair.  Colfax and Pullman were called by Kathy and Val to 

schedule them. 

Greg moved back to the Consent Agenda to discuss Minutes and Treasurers Report.  They were passed 

by the consent agenda this month but will be separated out next month to allow for separate motions.  

Greg asked Jon if there was anything that stood out on the Treasurers Report.  Jon stated that about 

$75,000 was spent on the Perkins House Foundation Project this fiscal year.  There were no other 

questions on the Consent agenda. 

 

 



Old Busines: 

Krista Boyd stated that the Auditorium is large enough to address any Covid Concern.  The Annual 

meeting will be October 3rd.  We just need to know if Mr. Burns would like the display items on the stage 

with him or the foyer in front.  

Board nominations will be on a pre-printed form with space for write ins.  We will advertise on Face 

Book, Whitman County Gazette and Moscow Pullman Dailey News. 

Volunteer of the year was discussed.  Don Myott, Alex Otero, and Jamie Whitman were names discussed 

for the award.  We will put this off until after the Annual meeting. 

Director Compensation was discussed.  We currently have 8 entities that had agreed to give $4,000 a 

year for 4 years.  This is ending this year.  Greg will be going out to revisit with each entity.   

The idea of an Administrative Fee was discussed.  We have an agreement with St Ignatius for 1% fee on 

all Funds that come in through WCHS toward that project.  This might be implemented on other 

programs such as the Lost Apple Project.  We will evaluate this for a year and determine if the fee needs 

to be higher. 

Bob Reinhardt, a Boise State University Professor will be hosting a meeting in Lewiston on October 15th 

to present his findings on towns displaced by the Dams. The location is TBD.  

New Business: 

Inovia Corp. sent a request to Greg which he forwarded to Val.  They sent out a survey about the effects 

of Covid-19 on organizations such as the Whitman County Historical Society. 

It has been a year since the Malden Fire.  Greg met with Dan Harwood the mayor of Malden and he 

stated that he would like to meet with us in the future once things settle out.  They are in the process of 

planning to build a single building for a community center, city hall and library.   

We have an open board position vacated by Carrie Lipe.  This position has been vacant for some time.  

Kathy Meyer has expressed interest and asked to be reappointed to the board.  She took a hiatus to 

chair the Depot Committee.  It was motioned by Theresa to bring Kathy back to the Board.  The motion 

was seconded by Krista.  Motion passed. Kathy will serve the remainder of Carrie Lipe’s position.  The 

rest of this year and next year. 

Greg asked if there was anything else for the good of the order. He thanked Denise Mahnke for 

resurrecting and keeping the Oral History Project going.   Denise stated that Kathleen has put the Oral 

history project on Google Drive so it can be accessed by all.   

Greg Adjourned the meeting at 8:33pm 

Our October meeting will be the Annual Meeting. October 3rd, at 2:00pm at the Colfax High School 

Auditorium.   

Minutes Presented by Mark R Clinton, Vice President. 

 


