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Report from the Archive, September 2021: 

 

Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 9:00 AM through 12:00 PM. 

 

Staff have been present throughout working the following: 

 

Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 

 

Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, have had several more requests made of 

us this month as well. 

 

Since last report we still have been experiencing good site visitations. 

 

Also note: 

  September marks one year Artifacts were moved to Colfax. 

 

  Gladish is soon to upgrade buildings security, due to additional children enrolled in new 

montessori school added at south end of the building. 

 

Roy Chatters Newspaper & Printing Museum 

September 2021 

Don Myott has volunteered at the museum several Saturdays and is much appreciated. He is 

working on a very useful project of noting important news items of each Palouse newspaper 

issue. Ultimately these will be typed into a searchable format. Alex Otero is working on a similar 

indepth project with Colfax newspapers. The owners of the now-closed Congress Café donated 

the Congress sign (which came from the long-ago Congress Theater) to the museum, and the 

family of Kenny Johnson donated his collection of ice scrapers that were customer gifts from 

Palouse businesses. The collection will be expanded to include pictures and narrative about the 

businesses. Volunteer printer Tony Sittner returns to the museum beginning on Palouse Day after 

a long absence due to health issues. I am very happy he can return! 

 

OHP report for September 2021 

 

We had a successful relaunch meeting last month. Annette Pettinger, Donna Potts, John-Mark 

Mahnkey and I were all present. We discussed possibilities for moving forward during Covid 

and outlined a few suggestions for doing our oral histories. John-Mark gave a presentation 

showing examples from some of our previous videos of story tellers and how they react to 



certain questions and/or stimuli. Annette handed out her previous list of names, and we discussed 

updating the list since it was a pre-covid list. Annette has gathered a list of possible names from 

various sources including depot volunteers. We are currently working on a system to implement 

the convenience of communicating the fulfillment of contact with these subjects.  

If anyone knows of a current or former Whitman County resident that would like to tell their 

stories of long ago, please let us know and we can add those names to our contact list.  

 

DEPOT REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

 

• Heritage Grant contract has been signed by Val and state historical society, so all is 

“GO.” 

• Three bids for masonry restoration were opened and reviewed on August 24 by the 

architect, Restoration Committee, and a couple Steering Committee members. Pioneer 

Waterproofing Company, Tigard, Oregon, was selected for the project with a bid of 

$109,956.00. Work should start soon. 

• Allison Munch-Rotolo, Kathleen Ryan, and Linda met with Jay Mortensen and David 

Schingeck from the Washington Historical Society on August 30. They were making a 

visitation/inspection of the depot as part of the grant process. They had a complete tour 

and were provided all the background and planning for our entire project. The two were 

quite positive about our prospect for support during the 2022-24 grant cycle. 

• All components of the gate installation have been completed using funds from the Rotary 

Club grant. 

• Our first Depot Days was a success. The event was in honor of Ken Vogel. Greg Partch 

gave the opening address on Friday, August 20 to about 40 guest, including Sally Vogel 

and several family members. Both passenger car and freight room contained displays 

highlighting donations from Ken’s Northern Pacific collection. A downpour and 

lightning moved everyone indoors. Many locals wore their letter jackets as a tribute to 

Ken. Pullman Mayor Glenn Johnson kicked off Saturday’s events by reading a 

proclamation, declaring it “Ken Vogel Day.” About 70 visitors stopped by to enjoy the 

music, take photos, and see the displays. Kids could sign up for a story-telling program 

which will be held at the depot this fall. The Chamber provided the Lentil Express – a 

train-engine-styled vehicle used during local parades.  

• Jamie Whitman made a depot display for the Schoolhouse at the Fair. 

• Through the WCHS TechSoup account, the depot added a WIX subscription to enhance 

our website. PDHC accepted a kind invitation to share a WSU intern obtained by the 

College Hill Association who will assist with the web design and setup. 

• Val has received paperwork confirming a grant of $50,000 from the Port of Whitman. 

 

 

Lost Apple Project Committee report, September 12, 2021: 

 



This has been a busy month for the LAP as apple trees are starting to ripen and we’ve started 

gathering apples to examine. 

 

Due to the extreme heat and drought we have experienced this year we are adjusting our work 

accordingly. We anticipate gathering fewer apples as the size of many apples we’d normally pick 

are too small this year. Instead, we will be sending more apples to WSU to have the DNA of 

“possible” lost apples compared against a database of apple DNA. DNA tests cannot identify a 

lost apple variety but the test can tell us if an apple is not a lost variety. 

 

A grant allowed us to travel to Yakima to visit an old mission with apple trees and teach locals 

how to map and mail apples to us. The same grant allows us a two night trip to Enterprise and 

Union, Oregon, for two presentations and visits to nearby homestead orchards. The trip takes 

place the week of September 20. 

 

We have had numerous media requests recently. A radio interview for Sandpoint, Idaho; a print 

story in a newspaper in England, and an interview for Rural Life magazine.  

 

 

Perkins House     

Perkins House remains open every weekend for tours. 

Capital Projects - Foundation Repair- outside drain field work has been delayed 

until next summer. (A recent professional assessment of the old, existing drain field proved that 

the old system is no longer functional and cannot be used in any way as we make our plans to 

build the new drain field.)  At the same time, we hope to be able to use the same ditches for 

running conduit as we upgrade our internet connections.   

Yard Improvements –Extensive garden upgrading work continues.  Most efforts are being put 

into general weed control and soil erosion measures behind the cabin.  One medium size tree was 

removed because it was leaning towards the cabin. 

Whitman County Fair -  Perkins House has a small display in the Chamber of Commerce 

booth. 

Vintage Quilt Appreciation Day – on Oct. 2 from 11-2pm we will have our quilt collection on 

display, live music, the local quilt club members and docents dressed in costumes.  We are 

hoping to raise more funds for the Foundation Restoration project. 

  

                                             Submitted by Nancy Rothwell 

 

 

 


