
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting  

Sept. 16, 2020 via ZOOM 

Board members present via ZOOM: Greg Partch, Janet Barstow, Val Gregory, Jeff Pietila, Denise 

Mahnkey, Linda Hackbarth, Carrie Lipe, Mark Clinton 

Guests via ZOOM: Ed Garretson 

Consent agenda (minutes, treasurer report, committee reports) were approved as emailed.  

President’s Report:  

 A representative from the Washington State Parks Dept. is meeting with Jim Martin (great-

grandson of Cashup Davis) and others Tuesday, Sept. 22 at the Perkins House to learn more about 

Cashup Davis. 

 Friday, Sept. 18, Design West architect Evan Laubach is meeting contractor Tim Sullivan at the 

Perkins House to inspect the foundation and hopefully solicit a bid for repairs. 

 The passenger rail car recently moved from the Depot was not damaged in the Manning-Rye 

fire. 

Director’s Report: 

 Donations continue to come in for the Depot.  

 Val is helping get ready for the drive-by Fashion Show at Perkins House Sept. 19. The committee 

plans to donate half of the proceeds to the Malden-Pine City Relief Fund. 

 Val has done several interviews about Manning-Rye Bridge and Malden-Pine City.  

 Membership chair Sally Burkhart and Val have streamlined the process for membership  

payments. 

Stateline Museum & Interpretive Center: 

 Jeff Pietila reported that Alex McGregor is anxious for progress toward developing the Center. 

Greg Partch will arrange a meeting with Alex and the WSU Dean of Agriculture very soon. Latah County 

Historical Society is still interested being a part of the project.  

Archives: 

 Ed reported that Friends of Gladish want all tenants to pay by the square foot instead of a lump 

sum as had been the previous arrangement. This would result in a 28% rate increase for the 

Archives/Genealogical Society, which Ed deemed unacceptable especially because of the location 

directly under the gymnasium, which is very disruptive. Val secured a free-of-charge location above the 

Colfax Mercantile in Colfax in which to store the Objects and Artifacts of the Society. Thank you, Austin 



Storm!  By removing the Objects and Artifacts, the remaining space will be charged only $18/year 

increase. The WCGS pays 1/3 of the rent. Mark moved, and Jeff seconded, to approve the lease. It is a 5-

year lease, with a built-in 3.2% annual increase. The first year will be $497/month.  

Annual Meeting: 

 The bylaws state that the annual meeting is held “in the fall” with no particular month noted. 

Denise moved, and Jeff seconded, to delay the annual meeting until conditions improve for group 

gatherings after the first of the year. Possible topics for the program would be Malden-Pine City, and 

Manning-Rye Bridge.  All approved.  

Board appointments:  

 Janet, Linda, Pat and Greg Partch are all up for reappointment to their board positions, and all 

are willing to remain in place until the rescheduled annual meeting. The treasurer and secretary 

positions are the only elected offices allowed to serve 2 or more consecutive terms. We will discuss 

Greg’s position at the next meeting.  

 Greg Druffel would like to step down from his board position, as would Carrie Lipe. Jeff (?) 

Weber has expressed interest in serving on the board. Other names were suggested as well.  

The next meeting will be via ZOOM, date to be confirmed. 

 


