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August 2021 

 

Presidents report 

 

Thank you all for agreeing at our last meeting to reinstate our August and December meetings. 

We have so many things going on that we need every meeting to keep “all the balls” in the air at 

the WCHS. I want to first let you know that we have officially restarted our Oral History 

program. With the able help of Denise (committee chair) and John-Mark and his background in 

media as well as new member Donna Potts and Annette at the Depot, they are now starting the 

process of picking up the long dormant program pieces and moving forward with renewed vigor. 

If you would like to take part in the program or know someone who would please contact 

Denise. Next, as our annual meeting approaches in October, we need to activate the nominations 

committee. As we had no annual meeting last year, we need a couple volunteers to serve on the 

board member’s nominations committee. We have four positions held over from last year that 

need to be voted on by the membership at the annual meeting. Please contact me if you can help 

me in the process. I would like to have two volunteers. Also, coming next month is the fair. 

While we have decided to cut back on our presence there this year (schoolhouse only) Kathy still 

needs help there as well. Especially all of you with a teaching/educational backgrounds. Also, at 

our last meeting in July, I let the board know that the executive committee would be meeting 

with the Depot steering committee to discuss various “growing pains” that have arisen. We 

covered a lot of ground and I want to thank both Linda and the steering committee as well as our 

executive committee for a very productive evening. We decided to schedule an annual meeting 

between the two to discuss issues of concern before letting them become items of concern. I will 

work with Linda on scheduling that. Another important topic is that we are still in need of a 

newsletter editor. This is vital to our membership and if you or someone you know has 

experience in this area please get in touch with Linda. She’ll be glad to help in the transition. 

And finally, I want to let you know of the “Depot Days” fundraising kickoff on Sept 20th and 21st 

which will be honoring our friend and long time WCHS member Ken Vogel. Be sure and mark 

this on your calendar and bring a friend to honor Ken.   

 

 

 

Oral History Project 

 

We are now ready to get back to work recording the stories of our old timers. We are currently in 

the works setting up our first meeting which will be in about a week. We are a small committee 

at the moment, comprised of Annette Pettenger, Donna Potts, John-Mark Mahnkey and me, but I 

have faith that as we get rolling, we will have plenty more interest in the “cause”, and we 

welcome any interested parties. I will forward the time and place of the meeting once that is 

finalized in case anyone else wants to join us. 

 



At our first meeting, I will outline how we are going to approach the interview process and will 

be passing out the interview questions that the OHP have been using with great success, along 

with the client waiver form, which I will explain at that time. I will show a couple pieces of 

video from some of the interviews that we have done as an example. We will go over the rules 

for the committee and discuss any concerns or suggestions that all may have going forward.  

 

Covid has been heartbreaking as we have been unable to meet with any of our local elderly, and 

many of them have passed on during this time without our having recorded their stories. It is my 

wish that we can work with urgency in the county and get as many people recorded as we can 

before we lose any more valuable history. 

 

If anyone has any questions, my two emails are dloceanlover@hotmail.com and 

daisythorn@gmail.com. I do answer both.  

 

Report from the Archive, August 2021: 

 

Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 10:00 AM through 12:00 PM. 

On June 30 Washington state has reopened under the Washington Ready plan. All industry sectors 

previously covered by the Roadmap to Recovery or the Safe Start plan (with the limited exceptions noted 

below) may return to usual capacity and operations. at: https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-

19-resources/covid-19-reopening-guidance-businesses-and-workers 

 

Staff have been present throughout working the following: 

 

Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 

 

Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, have had several requests made of us this month 

as well, still more genealogy that Historical. 

 

Since last report have been experiencing regular higher than average site visitations, sometimes as high as 

five visitors at one time. 

 

Annette will be back from three-week vacation to Hawaii. 

 

Mr. Garretson has given notice of retirement, but still has been coming into the Archives to lend 

assistance and work on items that he considers unfinished. 

 

DEPOT REPORT FOR August 2021 

 

• Met with the WCHS Executive Committee to work out details for contract signing and 

payment procedures for the Heritage Grant. Agreed that requests for future grants will go 

to Val as a first step. The depot will send all contracts to Val for the official WCHS 

signature. All bills/invoices for grant work will be sent to Val, who will forward to Jon 

for payment. A contract with Design West to act as the architect for the Pullman Depot 

Heritage Center was signed. Every effort will be made to keep Val informed as to all the 
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Steering Committee minutes/reports, advertising, marketing, and fundraising efforts. The 

depot will follow WCHS procedures when accepting artifacts. PDHC will have the 

ability to make decisions as to all payments to contractors for grants and other upkeep 

expenses, including those over the amount of $500, without prior approval of the WCHS 

Board. 

• Depot Days are scheduled for August 20-21. Ken Vogel will be honored with Saturday 

being declared “Ken Vogel Day” by Pullman Mayor Glenn Johnson. WCHS President 

Greg Partch will highlight the history of Ken’s service to WCHS at the Friday evening 

reception. Many activities are being planned for the two days including the presence of 

the “Lentil Express,” a Chamber of Commerce mock train. 

 

 
 

• A workday planned by Jamie Whitman on August 14th enabled the passenger car to be 

cleaned so it was ready for Depot Days. Volunteers met early to avoid the extreme heat 

and smoke. 

• Ned Warnick, Design West, and an assistant met with potential masonry contractors to 

inspect the building as part of the bid process. Bids will be officially opened on August 

24th. 

• The new fire gates were installed. The cost to move and stack the concrete blocks, the 

gates, and the payment to a fencing company for installation were covered by a grant 

from the Pullman Rotary Club. The special lock mechanism will be added soon as 

provided by the Pullman Fire Dept. 

• Many guests were welcomed at the freight room during Pullman High School’s reunion 

weekend, July 23-24. Bruce Butler, a 1958 grad and long-time railroad guru, brought a 

scrapbook of depot and related train photos, including two color shots from the 1950s 

showing the original green tile roof. 

• Linda was notified the depot was a runner up for the Third Places Fund Grant but would 

not be one of 15 recipients. The old Pullman Post Office, now Paradise Brewery, was 

selected. 



• Annette Pettenger will be the depot representative to the WCHS Oral History Program. 

 

 

 

WCHS Board Report:  Perkins House     

Perkins House remains open every weekend for tours. 

Capital Projects - Foundation Repair- All interior basement work and brick replacement has 

been complete and paid for. The floors inside the House feel much more stable and a bit more 

level so we are pleased. Only one part of the repair remains undone:  outside drain field work 

and this has been delayed until next summer. (A recent professional assessment of the old, 

existing drain field proved that the old system is no longer functional and cannot be used in any 

way as we make our plans to build the new drain field.)     

Yard Improvements –Extensive garden upgrading work continues.  The hot weather and poor 

air quality of course limit our ability to work outside. 

Vintage Fair participation -  Two docents in vintage costume participated in this event at the 

fairgrounds. There were many people interested in event planning for family events such as 

weddings and anniversaries.  We are designing a small brochure to hand out at future events like 

this. 

Buck Wagon donation -    Jill and Steve Gfeller will be donating their 1880s buck wagon to 

Perkins House this autumn.  A bit of wagon restoration work needs to be done first.  We are very 

grateful and know it will be a great addition to the grounds. 

  

                                             Submitted by Nancy Rothwell 

 

 

 

 
 


