
EXCITING TIMES INDEED! 

NEW DIRECTOR SELECTED    

After months of soul searching, evaluation, and planning, the Board of Directors finally decided to hire a half-time 

director for the organization. It was the bold move all agreed was necessary in order for the Society to move forward. 

A job description was determined and responsibilities outlined. President Greg Partch and board member Ed Garret-

son spent the winter soliciting donors to pledge funds for the next four years to support 

this position. The job was offered to a well-qualified Whitman County native, Valoree 

Gregory, who has immediately grabbed hold of her new responsibilities. 

Val has outstanding credentials, having served most recently as director of three local 

groups: the Colfax Downtown Association, Colfax Chamber of Commerce, and Arts 

Councils and Historic Preservation Commission. From 2000-2015 she was Director of 

Development and Alumni Relations for the College of Arts and Sciences at WSU. 

A graduate of Washington State University in 1989, Val completed her MA in Philanthropic Studies in 1998 at IUPU 

(Indiana University Purdue University). The Board is excited about her experience in fund raising, grant writing, vol-

unteer management, community outreach, and event planning. 

 

PULLMAN DEPOT PURCHASED 

Additional good news was announced in mid-February when the Whitman County Historical Society acquired the 

historic Northern Pacific Railroad Depot in Pullman. This iconic downtown building is a symbol of Pullman’s rich 

heritage. The Society decided that its purchase would enable the preservation 

of the building as a historical site, leading to an eventual railroad and Pullman 

history museum. 

The depot was recently owned by the late Dan Antoni. His daughter Meghan, 

who inherited the property, was seeking a way to preserve it. Contact was made 

with the Society about the possible purchase and discussions followed. The ac-

quisition was made possible when an anonymous local backer stepped forward and negotiated with Ms. Antoni to se-

cure the property for the Historical Society. 

The Board appointed Kathy Meyer and Linda Hackbarth as co-chairs of a steering committee to 1) raise funds to re-

pay the loan and finance future development of the museum, 2) plan for the future use of the facility and its admin-

istration, and 3) move forward on needed renovations and improvements. 

Anyone interested in serving on this steering committee is urged to contact Linda (lindahackbarth39@gmail.com) or 

Kathy (klmeyer@gmail.com). Much help will be needed to make this museum a reality. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear WCHS Members:  

 

Well, it looks winter might finally be loosening its grip and a very exciting spring is in store for the Society. In our last newsletter I shared 

with you the news that the board had decided to move forward with hiring a part-time paid director. It’s a pleasure to announce we be-

lieve we have found the perfect fit. We have hired Val Gregory who was born and raised in Whitman County (Steptoe) and has an excel-

lent background for becoming our director. She has hit the ground running starting March 1st just in time to help Kathy and Linda with 

our new acquisition of The Pullman Train Depot. You will hear a lot more about Val in the newsletter. 

 

Also, in the last newsletter I shared with you the exciting news that two of our members had generously offered 

to fund up to $30,000 for the replacement for the Perkins House roof as long as it was accomplished in 2018. I’m 

happy to inform you that we have selected a contractor and work will begin in early May. The new roof will take 

about three weeks and we can show it off at this year’s Ice Cream Social in June. We are still short about $5K so 

if you know of someone or some business that would like to help “fill the gap” please contact Theresa or Val at 

the Perkins House. 

 

Next, I must recognize two long-term board members that have left our board for other adventures. Dan Leon-

ard of Johnson has been instrumental for so many years in so many areas. Just to name a few are: the annual 

demonstrations of early pioneer life at the fair, putting together interesting field trips for members as well as his 

and Kathy’s much acclaimed ‘Day in the Life of a Fourth Grade Student in 1880s Era” at The Jones School House during the fair. Thank 

you, Dan. 

 

As for Kathy, after the board voted to acquire the NP Train Depot in Pullman, she stepped down from the board and was appointed co-

chair, along with Linda Hackbarth , a steering committee tasked with working with all those interested to preserve this valuable land-

mark of Pullman and Whitman County history. We will miss Kathy on the board but are so glad to have her passion continue on with the 

Depot. 

 

So, a lot is happening at your WCHS and you’ll be seeing many more changes and improvements as Val directs us forward in the coming 

years. 

 

Greg Partch 

Your WCHS President  
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PROM PICTURES AT PERKINS HOUSE 

On Saturday, March 31st, eighteen Oakes-
dale High School students (heading to the 
Whitman County all High School Prom) 
stopped by Perkins House and had both 
individual couple and group pictures taken 
throughout the  house. Plans are already in 
the making to open the house to all Whitman 
County prom goers next year for pic-
tures. The house's surroundings added an 
air of elegance to the young men and wom-
en dressed in their prom finery. 
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WSU’s Circle K Club (college chapter of Kiwanis International) Volunteers at Perkins House 

Perkins House Coordinator, Theresa Dale, reported on the spring house cleaning day March 25th: 

     Circle K Club members from WSU worked tirelessly on Saturday, March 25th to complete a massive spring cleaning at Per-
kins House. They were amazed at all the chores there were to do back in the day when the Perkins family lived in the 
house. About a half dozen sat down with Nancy Rothwell to clean and polish the household sil-
ver. They thought it was a lot of work, especially when we explained that it had to be done sever-
al times a year. By the time they were finished all the silver on display was polished to a high 
shine! 
     We had them clean all of the woodwork in the house with Murphy’s wood soap, which meant 
cleaning around all the kick boards, framing around the windows, the floors, the stairs, and doors 
in the house. A huge job was scrubbing all the windows—both inside and out (that could be 
reached) which also included all the windows in the transoms. They were amazed at how much 
thought was put into every bit of the house, like the transom windows and vents to move heat in 
and around the house. They helped to clean off the cobwebs from every porch and were amazed 
at the height of all the ceilings, windows and porches. They didn't realize how the porches and 
doors were set up so as to provide cross drafts in the house—something we don't think about 
today.  

     The college students were surprised to learn that the 
house had been wired for electricity seven years before 
such service was even available in the community. I think 
that caught many of them off guard as to how much fore 
thought was put into the house as it was being built. They 
were also amazed at all the detail in every hinge and door knob throughout the house.  
     All three porches were swept down to remove the ever present cobwebs. Room size 
rugs in the upstairs bedrooms were pulled up and the forty year old crumbling carpet 
pads were removed and the carpets were replaced. Most of the balconies were swept 
clear of dirt and debris.  All the work accomplished which would have taken the three 

regular docent/volunteers weeks to complete was done in about six hours.    
     Frank White showed off the music box and phonograph. Nancy Rothwell made hot Wassail for all to try, Frank made Soda 
bread with raisins, and I supplied samples of smoked Pepperoni and Summer Sausage (with Cougar Gold " Crimson Fire" 
cheese.)  Where they had thought that people led boring lives and ate simple boring food they were thrilled with the snacks 
provided and what people did in their spare time. One young man couldn't get over the Stereographic viewers.  He wants to 
come back another time to go thru more of them.  
     Afterwards Serena Ranney, their student rep, said that all agreed it was by far their favorite and most enjoyable volunteer 
site of the year.  She added many would like to return and work in the yard as well—high praise from young people I'd 
say. Frank and Nancy gave tours and I went around to groups or individuals when they seemed to have questions. All of the 
students and advisers seemed happy to have found the house to be so completely restored and beautiful. Many of them had 
never heard of a party-line and couldn't imagine having to share the phone with so many neighbors as well. They were amazed 
how one family did so much to promote the founding and growth of both Colfax and Whitman County. Val Gregory came in 
the afternoon to see how things were going and was delighted with the positive response from everyone. 
     I might also add that Justin the manager of West Side Pizza worked with us to provide pizza and dessert pizza for a fabulous 
price and delivered it right on time. Overall, I don't think we could have asked for anything more from this group, they went 
above and beyond what we had hoped for. All of us enjoyed the camaraderie,  I think there is a good chance that this will be a 

returning volunteer group for some time. 
     All this hard work enabled the Perkins House crew to open the house for Moth-
er’s Weekend at WSU, April 6, 7, and 8. 

Standing, left to right: Cody Li, Julie Smith (advisor), Diana Bergstrom, Bob Clark (advisor), Katherine 

Wishon, Hannah Workman, Valerie Ebbay, Justin Lee, Olivia Dietrich, Shane Petrus, and Anthony 

Tuong. In the chairs (l to r) Serena Ranney, Karoline Tyne, and kneeling Kris Leeper.   

Polishing silver 

Cleaning woodwork 

Washing windows 



LOST APPLE PROJECT UPDATE 

A great amount of written documentation as to what varieties of apples were grown in Whitman County by the early 1900s 

still exists. By combining information from the advertising flyers of the Hanford and Palouse nurseries, the catalog of the 

Hanford/Vineland Nursery, the newspaper ads for George Ruedy’s Colfax Nursery, and the newspaper reports of the county 

fair, a list of 207 apples grown in the county by 1910 can be identified. Of these original two hundred plus varieties, thirty-

seven were once considered lost – non-existent in the United States at the time the project began. Subsequently, six of these 

varieties were found by apple explorers in other parts of the country.  

Found: Five once lost apple varieties are rediscovered this past year 

In the fall of 2017 apples were collected all over the Inland Empire in hopes of recovering more 

apple varieties thought to be extinct. Some apples came from orchards known to have contained 

lost varieties like Steptoe Butte and Bald Butte. Other apples were sent from orchards that had no 

background story. By the end of the harvest season more than 200 bags of apples (each bag repre-

senting one tree) to apple identification experts Joanie Cooper and Shaun Shepherd of the Temper-

ate Orchard Conservancy in Oregon.  

In February their report concluded that at least five lost apples had been rediscovered. The apples 

included the Shackleford, found in Spokane County, the McAfee, found near Steptoe Butte; the 

Saxon Priest, submitted by Cassie Strickland near Ellensburg; the Kittageskee, submitted by 

George Raino near Boise; and the Ewalt, submitted by Glen McPhee near Hauser Lake, Idaho. 

Other rare apples found in old orchards last fall include the Autumn Gray, Surprise #1, Flushing 

Spitzenburg, Republican Pippin, Bogdonoff Glass, Flory, and Early Colton.  

This now brings the total of lost apples re-discovered to eight. The Arkansas Beauty and Dickinson were found in 2016 and 

the Nero that was re-discovered in 2014. These three apples were found on Steptoe Butte.  

Restoration: Returning lost varieties to our community 

In 2017 LAP members sold nearly 100 apple trees, including 80 once lost varieties, to the people of eastern Washington. 

This year there will be a limited number of once lost trees available for sale. If you would like to purchase a tree email Dave 

Benscoter at dbens23@gmail.com. Also, if you purchased a tree in 2017 and it did not survive, please contact Dave and he 

will make sure you get a replacement tree. 

Education: Telling people the importance of this project 

We were fortunate that many newspapers (including the New York Times), websites, and TV and radio stations ran stories 

about the rediscoveries. Dave Benscoter also told the story of why so many lost apple varieties are believed to still exist in 

our region to seven civic or community groups in the past year. 

In addition, two grafting classes as well as a scion (grafting wood) exchange were held in eastern Washington and organized 

by the Lost Apple Project. Fifty-five people received training on how to graft apple and other fruit trees. 

McAfee 

1910 era  photo showing apple orchards to the west of Colfax. 
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The Gragg House - Elberton 

The Gragg House was built in 1877 by homesteaders Hiram Gragg (1844 -1924) and his wife Mary Baird Gragg (1846 -

1920).  Born in Watuga County, North Carolina, Hiram Gragg, a Confederate veteran, came west to Roseburg, Oregon. 

The couple soon moved to Whitman County, where they homesteaded 160 acres on Dry Creek Road, approximately two 

miles northwest of Elberton. They “proved up” their homestead on December 15, 1883. Gragg cultivated and planted the 

land and built several buildings. He later purchased an 

additional 700 acres and installed water and electric sys-

tems on the farm.  

 

Hiram’s brother Spencer P. Gragg (1854 -1908) and his 

family settled nearby at about the same time.  Hiram 

broke nearly all the sod on his homestead, except for one 

hill, which he left in native grass for several decades—

despite his neighbors’ jeers and criticisms. His obituary 

described him as a “wealthy pioneer of the Palouse.” 

 

Today the two-story, 2000-square-foot house looks much the same as it 

did when it was built, except for an addition that may have been a large 

porch at one time. It currently has two bathrooms—also added later—

and four bedrooms. Most of its windows have been replaced, but the 

original plank floors and ornate stairway remain. The home’s interior 

walls and woodwork need restoration. Of the farm buildings that Hiram 

and his descendants built, only a single barn remains. 

The Gragg farm remained in the family for over a century. It passed first 

from Hiram and Mary to their daughter Callie L. Gragg Simpson (1867-

1940), the only one of their six children who survived infancy. It was placed on the list of Washing-

ton Centennial Farms in 1989, at which time it was owned by their great-great-granddaughter, Ann 

Sherman Christian (1934 -1993). Since then, however, it has changed hands several times. Today, 

the house sits on only 3.93 acres. It is currently for sale.  

 

 

If you know of an interesting building built before 1900 that you would like to see featured 

in “Worth a Look,” please contact Kathy Meyer at klemeyer@gmail.com or 509-334-9089. 

Hiram Gragg 

The Gragg Farmstead – sign on the barn on the reads “Hiram Gragg, 1877.”  

The Gragg House as it looks today. 
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Looking for wsu grads 

Who traveled on  

cougar specials 

 

In anticipation of collecting memorabilia for the new Pullman Railroad & Historic Museum we encourage all former WSU 

students who traveled back and forth to campus on the various “Cougar Special” trains to submit their memories and pho-

tos to WCHS.  

SPREAD THE WORD! 

  Information can be emailed to Linda Hackbarth - lindahackbarth39@gmail.com 

                                        Kathy Meyer - klmeyer@gmail.com 

  OR mailed to WCHS,  P.O. Box 67, Colfax, WA 99111 


