
Heritage Center 

A project of the Whitman County Historical Society 

For Information:  

Linda Hackbarth 

lindahackbarth39@gmail.com  

Kathy Meyer 

klemeyer@gmail.com  

Send Donations to:  

WCHS—Pullman Depot 

PO Box 67 

Colfax, WA 99111 

Whitmancountyhistoricalsociety.org 

Retire Building Loans:                            $325,000 

Restoration project:                               $1.5 million 

Displays/exhibits:                                   $500,000  

Endowment:                                             $675,000 

 

Total:                                                          $3 million 

The Northern Pacific Railway Depot was the focal point of downtown 
Pullman for more than eight decades. Located between Grand Avenue and 
Kamiaken Street, passengers and freight arrived and departed daily between 
1887 and 1966. The current brick building, which opened on March 9, 1917, 
replaced not one but two smaller wooden depots, the first built in 1887 and the 
second in 1901. Purchased by Burlington Northern in 1970 and by local real 
estate broker the late Dan Antoni in 1988, the Depot has since served as rental 
space for a variety of private and government entities. 

When the Depot suddenly came up for sale in March 2018, the     
Whitman County Historical Society seized the opportunity to buy it, with the 
vision of restoring it and turning it into a heritage center. The purchase was 
made possible by two loans, one from a private individual and the other from 
Columbia Bank. Fortunately, the interior retains most of its original tile       
wainscoting, oak woodwork, and terrazzo floors. An adjacent parking lot also 
insures easy access for all. WCHS plans to a) remove dropped ceilings and 
partition walls that were added; b) to restore period-style windows and doors in 
those few places where they were moved and/or modernized; and c) to bring 
the building into compliance with ADA requirements and update the efficiency 
of its electric, HVAC, and plumbing systems. Of five train cars on a short     
section of track next to the building, three were determined to be                  
unsalvageable and either have been or will be removed. The remaining       
passenger car and the caboose will be restored and used for interactive       
displays and exhibits. 

When completed, the Pullman Depot Heritage Center will tell the story 
of how railroads were the catalyst for the growth of Pullman from a tiny          
settlement to a good-sized university town, and how they enabled early settlers 
to transition from subsistence farming to commercial agriculture. Changing, 
seasonal, interactive, and special exhibits and displays are planned for visitors 
of all ages. Space is being allocated not only for educational purposes, but also 
for a small event center, a children’s discovery area, a gift shop and office, and 
a small café or coffee shop. 

WCHS is confident that, with adequate funding, the Depot will once 
again become a focal point and gathering place for downtown Pullman. 


