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JOIN US FOR THE 2ND ANNUAL PERKINS HOUSE “AFTER DARK TOURS” 
 

Ever wonder what a big home like Historic Perkins House looks and feels like at night? Before electricity came into 
common use, people had to make their way through dark hallways and stairwells, lit only by a lantern or candle-stick.   
  
Come join us for an “After Dark Tour of Perkins House”!  Tours will be offered starting Thursday October 
26th, thru Tuesday, October 31st, 2017, Halloween night.  Three tours a night are planned with each tour lasting up to 
an hour. 
  
Six persons are allowed on each tour, at a cost of $25.00 per person. Payable by cash or check at the door.  Reserva-
tions can be made by contacting: Theresa Dale, Perkins House Coordinator by calling (509) 397-2555 or emailing her 
at: PerkinsCoordinator@gmail.com.  
  
You will be led thru the house by Theresa, who will pass on stories regarding each room and the Perkins family.  Tours 
will be led by modern candlelight (flashlight). Make your reservations now, so you can attend either before or after 
your tour of Colfax’s St. Ignatius nationally acclaimed “Haunted Hospital”. 
  
More tours may be offered throughout the dark and dreary days of winter if there is enough interest.  All funds go to 
supporting the House (including the need to replace a leaking roof).  
 

 
ANTHENAEUM CLUB LUNCHEON AT PERKINS HOUSE 
 

Over twenty current ladies of the Anthenaeum Club of Colfax gathered for a meeting 

and luncheon at Perkins House on Friday, October 6.  Organized April 20, 1895, it is 

one of the oldest women's clubs in Washington state.  As three of the eighteen charter 

members of the club were Jennie Perkins (wife of James Perkins) and Minnie and Myr-

tle Perkins, two of their daughters, the luncheon was something of a homecoming.  The 

club began as a literary society with meetings devoted to the writings of various authors, 

complemented with musical selections. Members continue the traditions of twice month-

ly meetings and gathering club its history in scrapbooks. 

The Athenaeum Club has extended its interests through the years to social and civic 

endeavors that benefit the community. When the club was just ten years old, they attempted their first civic activity by sponsoring a 

public park. Other projects over the years included promoting the first swimming pool, building tennis courts, buying library books and 

school furnishings, and promoting the county’s first public health nurse. 

Theresa Dale discussed a silver and glass Bridal Bowl the club gave Perkins House marking their 100th anniversary and also read a 

historical perspective written by Jennie Perkins. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Hello All, 

 

As fall sets in it's time to remind everyone of our annual meeting. It will again be at The Jones Schoolhouse 

at the fairgrounds on Sunday, October 15th at 2:00 pm. As part of our annual business we will be nomi-

nating/electing board officers for the 2018-2020 cycle. If you are interested or know someone who might be a 

great board member please let me know as soon as possible. We have one open position currently and will 

be needing two more in 2019-20. This is a great board to be part of and no qualification needed other than 

an interest in our Whitman County history. We can't do this without you and need your continued support as 

other members retire from the board. We will also be hoping to have a report from our trust investment board 

at the meeting. 

 

Probably the most exciting news, however, is that the board has authorized the creation of a part-time paid 

director position to take us to a new level of professionalism and continuity. As we've grown we believe it's 

imperative that we hire a qualified individual to lead us into the 21st century. And as those with a non-profit 

background know, a good grant writer can pay for their position many times over. If all goes as planned we 

will be advertising the position by the first of the year. we keep you posted in future newsletters. 

 

Thanks again, 

 

Greg Partch 

Your WCHS President  
WCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2014-2017 

 

Janet Barstow, Palouse   Pat Flansburg, Palouse 

     barstow@palouse.com            pflans@gmail.com 

Ed Garretson, Uniontown  Greg Partch, Garfield 

     epgjr@wsu.edu             gpartch@completebbs.com 

 

2015-2018 

Theresa Dale, St. John   Greg Druffel, Colton  

     perkinscoordinator@gmail.com      gregory@inlandnet.com 

Dan Leonard, Colton    Mahlon Kriebel, Garfield  

     drleonard44@gmail.com       syntos@pullman.com 

 

2016-2019 

Jon Anderson, Pullman   Mark Clinton, Colfax 

     jpacpa@pullman.com       colfaxclintons@gmail.com 

Kathy Meyer, Pullman 

     klmeyer@gmail.com 
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FAIR-TIME AT THE JONES SCHOOLHOUSE  

The Jones Schoolhouse was open to fair-goers all four days of the Palouse Empire Fair this year. Visitors could experi-
ence what it was like to take mini-lessons similar to those taught in 1895, the year the school first opened; and they 
could view exhibits of 100-year-old schoolbooks, photographs of old schools in Whitman county, and area and nation-
al historic maps.  

Unfortunately, fewer fair-goers visited the schoolhouse during the 2017 fair than the 2016 fair, according to WCHS 
volunteer teachers/docents, Dan Leonard and Kathy Meyer. Poor air quality due to regional fires was responsible for 
the cancellation of “3rd-grade Day” on Thursday, and poor air seems to have negatively affected overall fair attend-
ance as well.  Docents interacted with approximately 575 people over the four days the schoolhouse was open to this 
year, compared to 850 over three days last year.  

Despite lower attendance, schoolhouse volunteers consider the fair a success. Shirley Leendertsen, of Palouse, joined 
the staff, adding lessons in English to those already available (Penmanship, Science, Arithmetic, and Geography). Ste-
ve Watson and Ed Garretson of Uniontown created a photo exhibit of area schools in the 1950s and enlarged the ex-
isting photo exhibit of rural schools in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Both exhibits drew much interest.  

Recent donations to WCHS also enhanced visitors’ schoolhouse experience. Two sets of antique school desks, donat-
ed by Doug and Kathy Meyer and by Karen Weathermon, all of Pullman, added to the period setting of the classroom. 
There are now enough wooden desks to seat an entire class of “students.”  In addition, the exhibit of old schoolbooks 
was expanded by a collection of books donated by Dan and Joyce Leonard of Johnson.  

On Sunday afternoon, the schoolhouse hosted the first annual adult Spelling Bee. The winning speller was Bill Lipe of 
Pullman. Seven other community leaders participated: Abbie DeMeerleer of Colton, Wanda Marshall of Viola, Art 
Swannack of Lamont, and Mark Clinton, Kristie Kirkpatrick, Mike Largent, and Carrie Lipe, all of Colfax. Judges were 
Linda Hackbarth of Pullman and Dan Leonard. 

WCHS has staffed the schoolhouse during the fair for the last six years. As ever, we are always looking for additional 
volunteers. If you have a little teaching and/or acting experience and want to help, or if you have ever put on a 
spelling bee, please contact Leonard or Meyer at 509-334-9089, 509-332-8211, klemeyer@gmail.com, or 
drleonard44@gmail.com. 

 

 

FAIR TIME WITH THE PRINT MUSEUM 

Holly White, left, of Palouse assists a young visitor to the His-

torical Society booth at the fair. Along with historical photos of 

the county and information about the Lost Apple Project, the 

booth featured representatives of the Roy Chatters Newspaper 

and Printing museum, who helped visitors make their own take-

home souvenir using hand-set letters. Big thanks to Tony and 

Suzanne Sittner, Shirley Leendertsen, Margo Wekenman, Holly 

White, Janet Barstow, Ed Garretson and Steve Watson for set-

ting up and manning the 

booth. 



UPDATE ON LOST APPLE PROJECT 

The Whitman County Historical Society accepted the Lost Apple Project into their umbrella of projects in 2016. Lead 

investigator, David Benscoter, continues his research into the lost apples of Whitman County. He has identified and 

found facts about the following orchardists and nursery folks who were raising apples around the turn of the 20th 

century. If you know anything about these people and have information that might be helpful, please contact either: 

David Benscoter – dbens23@gmail.com 509-238-5150   OR 
Linda Hackbarth – lindahackbarth39@gmail.com  208-561-9003 
 
 Charles Moys - Almota   Theophilus Smith - Colfax   
 Valentine Shroll – Colfax Dr. T. D. Ferguson - Colfax   
 Zelle Bebbe – Colfax  George Ruedy – Colfax 
 Levinus Swift - Diamond  Walter F. Burrell - Diamond 
 Joseph DeLong - Endicott Ben Sissom – Endicott 
 George S. Johnson - Ewartsville  Thomas R. Tannatt - Farmington 
 J. D. Holt – Pullman  William E. Doty - Pullman   
 Edwin Hanford – Oakesdale   John F. Kelley - Oakesdale     
 Robert Burns – Steptoe  William LaFollette – Wawawai 
 
David has been collecting apples this fall from the orchards on Steptoe Butte and other locations throughout Whit-
man County to send to apple identification experts in hopes of relocating one of the twenty-two lost varieties he 
believes might still be in existence locally. 
 
To date he has found four varieties: Fall Jeneting in Colfax; plus Nero, Dickinson and Arkansas Beauty at Steptoe. 
 
                                      
 
 

Nero Dickinson 

Fall Jeneting Arkansas Beauty 
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The Boone Homestead House 

Although not the first house built along Union Flat in southern Whitman County, the Boone Homestead 

House is one of the oldest still standing in that area. It was built in 1878 by Daniel Wright Boone, who left 

Illinois in 1876 to live in Oregon near his older brother. He 

moved to Washington a year later. Living first with his sister 

and husband (Volney and Jane Boone Farnsworth) on Union 

Flat, Dan soon filed for an 80-acre homestead, a preemption 

of 160 acres, and a timber culture claim of 160 acres. He then 

built a small, one-room, board and batten house. Ten years 

later, after fetching a bride (Amelia Fernanders Williams) 

from Illinois, he put the house on skids and moved it down 

the hill on which it had originally been built so that he could 

pipe running water inside.  

The Boone Homestead House was sometimes home to as 

many as fifteen people. By 1888, it housed two married cou-

ples and a bachelor—Dan and Amelia, his brother George and 

wife Georgia, and their friend Ed Hough. Over the next twenty 

years, nine children were added to Dan and Amelia’s family, 

which somehow found room to board a schoolteacher from the nearby Beauridell School as well. Instead of 

building a new, larger home, however, the family simply added rooms and buildings, later connecting them 

to the original house. The first room added, a kitchen, was followed by a large, rock-walled cellar that was 

dug into a nearby bank. Next, a room was built above it for a bedroom. Eventually, the house and cellar 

were connected by a screen porch, and the attic of the cellar/bedroom addition was finished for more sleep-

ing room. The Boones nicknamed this part of the house “China 

Town.” Finally, a big woodshed near the house was plastered and 

turned into a bedroom.  

Located off the Wawawai-Pullman Road, near the Boone Oak 

Grove, the house now sits empty. The farm has been owned by the 

Boone family since 1879 and was placed on the list of Washington 

Centennial Farms in 1979. It is currently the property of the estate of 

Daniel W. Boone, former county commissioner, who died on March 

2, 2017. 

 

If you know of house or building built before 1900 that you would like to see featured in “Worth a Look”—

especially one that is not on the Historic Register—please contact Kathy Meyer at klemeyer@gmail.com or 

509-334-9089.  

The Boone Homestead House circa 1896. In front: 

Georgia and George Boone (at left), Daniel and 

Amelia Boone (at right), and their three oldest 

daughters, Frances, Amelia, and Bertha Boone (at 

center). 

The Boone Homestead House in 2017. 



PRINT MUSEUM BENEFITS FROM DONATIONS 

The Roy Chatters Museum in Palouse is VERY grateful and happy with the recent donation from Palouse alumni 
Pat Syms and Sarah Dailey. Pat designed and built the display case and with his wife Kay, donated it to the mu-
seum to house the beautiful lamp from St. Elmo’s hotel, donated by Sarah. The lamp adds another connection to 
a very important piece of Palouse history! Thank you Pat, 
Kay and Sarah for your generosity!   

The museum also  acknowledges recent donations related to 
printing and Palouse history from: 
 The family of Ed Krone 
 The family of Jane Flansburg 
 Greg Partch 
 Jerry Kayser 
 Bob Schilling 
 Jill and Rick McKinney 
 Sarah Dailey 
 Pat and Kay Syms  

 

THANK YOU - THANK YOU !!! 
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Pat Syms and Sarah Dailey after display case was completed 


