
Alex McGregor comments on the Northern Pacific Depot Project 

Kudos to the Whitman County Historical Society, and the many who helped, for acquiring the historic Northern Pacific 
Depot. An early issue of the Bunchgrass Historian, 45 years ago, took note of the vital role steel rails played in our his-
tory, featuring the theme “Railroading,” with a cover photo of a NP steam engine, billowing black smoke as it neared 
this station.    

Railroads were a vital link to the outside world and vital in every way in pioneer days. The NP was granted an eighty- 
mile- wide ribbon of alternate sections of land from Minnesota to the Pacific. Their agents promoted the land to entice 
potential settlers from across the country and from across the Atlantic, too. Their arrival meant wheat growers no 
longer had to haul wheat to steamboats on the Snake River by horse-drawn wagon (“A trip or two up and down the 
canyon left a farmer exhausted and his vocabulary of cussing pumped dry,” one pioneer recalled) or by rickety tram-
ways—predecessors to modern ski lifts—that traversed two thousand foot inclines.  

Fledgling villages competed fiercely to get railroad stations and the UP and NP officials knew how to bully concessions 
from them, too. When city fathers of Colfax were reluctant to provide enough land and improvements to meet their 
demands, the Union Pacific platted the town of Plainville, near the Palouse Empire Fairgrounds, before the locals re-
lented. The would-be town of Whelan had a head start further south and convinced the Northern Pacific to run their 
line up Missouri Flat Creek to Moscow. Construction had begun before Three Forks’ entrepreneurs provided a better 
deal and convinced the NP to run their line four miles further south to what would become Pullman, before turning 
the line eastward.  

Congratulations to the Whitman County Historical Society 
for recognizing the significance of the century-old North-
ern Pacific depot in Pullman. It is a tradition for the 
WCHS, which got its start as a task force looking for his-
torical sites in 1972. My mom Norma, its first president, 
recalled that the task force shared “a strong interest ..in 
the designation of these distinguishing landmarks. We 
shared dessert, sang songs and talked about our county’s 
most important places, about the lack of a society to 
champion and preserve our unique legacy. We looked 
around at each other and said, ‘why not!’ What a group of people!” 

“The purpose of the Whitman County Historical Society,” she wrote more than four decades ago, “is to see that histori-
cal treasures are not cast aside and forever lost by modern society…We like to say that history is fun, in that it is the 
great adventure we all share. Our region is coming of age and as we grow up, we gain an increased awareness of our 
inheritance.”   

I am excited that a new generation of WCHS leaders recognized the vital role railroads have played in our county and 
have moved forward to acquire and renovate one of its most distinguishing landmarks. It is a big step and I’m hoping 
all of us pitch in and give generously to preserve this remarkable edifice that will be such an important gathering place 
for the county, the city of Pullman, visitors, and all of us who have put down roots here.  

 Whitman County 

 Historical Society 

        NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  

        Vol. 46, No. 1 - January 2019 

a Tom Pickerel print 



YOU ARE INVITED to ... 

the first in a series of presentations at the Pullman 

Depot Heritage Center called “Palouse People.” 

Saturday, February 2 at 2 pm. Jamie Whitman will 

tell the story of her grandmother, Thelma VanTine, 

who cooked for the railroad crews at Wawawai. 

Dear WCHS Members: 

 

As I look back through my WCHS 2018 file, its size certainly reminds me of how busy a year it has been as 

well as how much has been accomplished. At the top of the list is the hiring of our first paid director posi-

tion. After many years of discussion, the board found a way to make this happen and Val Gregory was hired 

in April. She hit the ground running and already has made a remarkable difference. I don’t think the board 

could have made a better choice. Welcome Val. 

Also, in April we were presented with an unbelievable opportunity in Pullman. The Northern Pacific Rail-

road Depot was put on the market and the WCHS was approached about buying and preserving the iconic 

depot. We were able to secure a generous loan from an anonymous member and backing from a local bank to 

make the purchase. Immediately the board set into motion the creation of a subcommittee to implement all the critical infrastruc-

ture and pieces necessary to get it started. Its new name became the Pullman Depot Heritage Center and they were off and run-

ning. With the outstanding support from the Pullman community, as well as many train enthusiasts, they have managed to get all 

this done and up and open to the public already. An amazing piece of hard work by all in such a short amount of time. We were 

even able to hold our first board meeting of 2019 there. Unbelievable! 

Then in June, we had our Ice Cream Social at the Perkins House in Colfax. The new roof had just been completed a few days be-

fore and we were greeted by a spectacular day that welcomed a large crowd to enjoy the festivities. After harvest the Jones School 

House and blacksmith shop at the Whitman County Fair welcomed 2nd and 3rd graders from all over the county to experience a day 

in the life of an 1880’s one room schoolhouse. An outstanding success again. That was followed in October by our 46 th annual 

meeting. A large crowd enjoyed the program “The History of Chocolate.”  Lots of fun and smiles were in store and enjoyed. Fi-

nally, the Christmas “open house” at the Perkins House was a perfect way to close out the year. Over a hundred people came to 

enjoy the singing, wassail and fellowship of a period Christmas at the Perkins house. These are just a few of the major things hap-

pening this past year at the society. 

 

Thanks to all of you for making this an amazing year for the WCHS. 

Greg Partch 

Your WCHS President  

WCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2016—2019 

Jon Anderson, Pullman  Krista Boyd, Colfax 

     jpacpa@pullman.com      kristaboyd@yahoo.com     

Mark Clinton, Colfax  Carrie Lipe, Colfax 

     colfaxclintons@gmail.com     carrie.lipe@csd300.com  

        lipe.carrie@gmail.com   

2017—2020 

Janet Barstow, Palouse  Pat Flansburg, Palouse 

     barstow@palouse.com              pflans@gmail.com 

Linda Hackbarth, Pullman Greg Partch, Garfield 

     lindahackbarth39@gmail.com           gpartch@completebbs.com 
 

2018—2021 

Theresa Dale, St. John  Greg Druffel, Colton  

     perkinscoordinator@gmail.com      gregory@inlandnet.com  

Denise Mahnkey , Pullman Jeff Pietila, Lacrosse 

     dloceanlover@hotmail.com      jepietila@icloud.com 

 

Director: Val Gregory, Steptoe—wchsdirector1@gmail.com 

The annual Ice Cream Social at Perkins House 

will be Sunday June 23, 2019 this year—not 

the last Sunday of 

the month. 
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MEET THE NEW WCHS BOARD MEMBERS 

Welcome to the three newbies who were elected to the board at the annual meeting: 

Carrie Lipe 

Carrie grew up in Whitman County, and as a child, spent many hours exploring the county's back roads by horseback, where she fell 

in love with the Palouse landscape and our area's historic barns and farmsteads. Her love for history was further nurtured by her 

mother's interest in restoring antique furniture, and by her father's career in archaeology. During the win-

ter months, Carrie and her siblings lived near Pullman, where her father worked in the Anthropology De-

partment at Washington State University and her mother operated a retail business in Pullman. During the 

summer months, Carrie's family followed her father's research into the field, living in remote field camps 

in the high desert and canyon country of the Southwest to conduct research on the prehistoric occupation 

of the Colorado Plateau. Throughout her twenties, Carrie continued working as a field archaeologist, and 

also spent several summers as an educator for Crow Canyon Archaeological Center, an innovative non-

profit organization that helps history come alive by involving regular citizens, age ten to adult, in hands-

on field research at ancient Pueblo sites, near Mesa Verde, Colorado.  

Through this experience, Carrie was drawn to education, with an interest in helping young people appreciate natural and cultural 

history. Carrie graduated from the University of Colorado, and then went on to get a teaching degree from University of Califor-

nia. After coming back to the Northwest, Carrie worked for school districts in Spokane teaching and developing education pro-

grams. Three years ago, she and her husband moved to Colfax, where she is currently the principal of Colfax Jr/Sr High School. As a 

Whitman Historical Society board member, she hopes to help connect teachers and students to opportunities for learning about and 

appreciating our county's rich history.  

Denise Mahnkey 

Denise Mahnkey came to the Palouse in 2011 and has made it her forever home. She has a degree in history and often gets caught 

“geeking out” when asked about a subject she is truly intrigued by: the American West and the westward movement. She married 

John-Mark Mahnkey the day after Christmas 2016, at the McCoy Valley Museum in Oakes-

dale, and as a couple they love to drive around the back roads of the Palouse discovering all 

that it has to offer.   

 

The Mahnkeys live in Pullman with their puppy-dog, a Pomeranian named Khouri, who also 

likes the occasional road trip. Denise’s most time-consuming hobby is researching her family 

lineage and that of her husband, who’s family settled in the Oakesdale area in 1884. “There’s 

nothing more fulfilling than knowing where we come from,” she says. “We are the people we 

are because of the people they were.” 
 

Jeff Pietila 

 
Jeff Pietila spent his early years in Whitman County while his father completed his doctorate in Veterinary Medicine at WSU.  Fol-

lowing his experiences in Pullman, Jeff moved to Puyallup where he finished school graduating from Rogers before immediately 

coming back to Pullman to attend WSU. Jeff holds a BA in History from Western Washington University, an additional BA in Edu-

cation from Eastern Washington University, and a MA in Educational Administration from Central 

Washington University. He also completed his superintendent certification at City University of Seattle. 

 

Jeff and is wife January have spent the last 39 years working and raising their family across the state of 

Washington.  They finally made it back to Whitman county four years ago where Jeff took his fourth 

and likely final administrative position as the principal of the LaCrosse Schools. In addition to a career 

of teaching history and biology, and serving as a coach, athletic director, and principal, Jeff is very ac-

tive in the Whitman County scene. He serves as the Master of the Pullman Masonic Lodge, the council 

president of the Selbu Lutheran Church, and is on the board of the LaCrosse Community Pride. He also 

serves as the secretary of the Whitman County Principal’s Association. 

 

In his spare time Jeff enjoys gardening and spending time with the couple’s three adult children and their families, including two 

grandchildren. Jeff has shared that he is very happy to be back to his Whitman County roots where family ancestors homesteaded in 

the Pullman area and just across the state line at Viola, Idaho. 



The Lost Apple Project Report from Dave Benscoter 
 
The most important time of year for the LAP is fall, when most of the apples 
ripen in the old orchards we search. This year committee member E.J. Brandt 
committed hundreds of hours searching for apples we'd not explored yet. Be-
tween E.J. and myself we submitted over 200 bags of apples to our apple iden-
tification experts. (We've learned that 200 is about the maximum number we 
can submit before the apples begin to decay quicker than they can be exam-
ined.) 
 
We usually receive a report by early February that describes any apples that 
have been identified.  
 
The LAP is also co-sponsoring the second-annual scion (grafting) exchange in the Spokane Valley on March 
16. The exchange will be at the Resurrection Episcopal Church at 15319 E. 8th Ave, Spokane Valley, WA, 
from 11am to 2pm. Scion wood, rootstock, and other grafting supplies will be available for sale. 
 
The PBS show “Washington Grown” will air a half hour episode the week of March 9, 2019, that will include 

the Lost Apple Project. More information will be posted to the Lost Apple Project Facebook page at: https://

www.facebook.com/lostappleproject/ 

 
 
Acquisitions of the Archive and Object/Artifact Collection in 2018 

 

Thanks to the following donors for their gracious gifts: 

 
 Wanda Alderman          Photos: Almota school & others 

 Banner Bank   Photos; Whitman Co. Bankers Assoc. minutes; & blueprints 

 Midge Bashaw             Pullman High streak memorabilia & school material 

 John Booth   Uniontown maps and blueprints 

 Mark Borleske   Milwaukee Railroader magazine on Malden, 4th quarter. 2017 

 James Broyles   materials on Winona, Pullman 

 Teresa Carson   Colton blueprints and Uniontown maps 

 Community Action Center   mounted photos used in displays 

 Marylou Cook   Five flood photos of Colfax 1947-48. 

 Sharon and Gene Dixon    Ruth Timm campaign ruler 1954 

 Lenna Harding             photos, ephemera, tax tokens, etc. 

 Joan Hubbard   Photo collection, toys, & historical files 

 Karen Kiessling   Photos: Hattie Bryan and house 

 J. Kinard    Nona Rae Lynch materials 

 Bob King    Carl Boyd materials 

 Mary Jane Wise Krieger  Family photos Pullman area 

 Museum of N. Idaho  photo of Garfield 

 Neill Public Library  Pullman /WSC scrapbook, 1911-1915 

 Nez Perce Co. Hist. Soc.  Photos: Garfield grade school in 1950s &1957 Annual 

 Northern Pacific Depot  NP Train Registers (3 books from 1950s) 

 Annette Pettenger  Pullman Bottling Works: wooden box & bottle (1940) 

 Julie Pettit   Colfax Local Improvement Bond, April 1, 1913 

 Sid Pierson   Rock Lake telephone company records, 1903-07 

 Stanley Pratt        Milwaukee Railroader on Tekoa, 2nd quarter 2018 

 Betsy Swartwood   Gana Hinrichs diary of 1925 wedding trip   

 Ron/Annette Taylor  Glove finger stretcher 

 WA Standard & Rating Bureau  Sanborn Map collection 

 Duane Wiggins   plate, cap, & sweater 



The Henderson House 

The two-story Henderson House, built in 1872, is the oldest continuously occupied home in Whitman County. Located at 

the intersection of Rock Lake and Gene Webb Roads, it appears on surveyor Edson Briggs’ (1851-1915) map of the 

Rock Lake area, which he visited in September 1874.  The house was unusually large and “architecturally elaborate” for 

this time period in Whitman County.  In the 1870s, when most area 

settlers were building and living in tiny one-room homestead houses 

or cabins of 200 to 300 square feet, the Henderson House had over 

1600. It has four bedrooms and one bathroom, which was incorpo-

rated into the existing floor plan in the 1930s. Reputedly built by a 

retired ship-builder, the home features unique “eyebrows,” still in 

place, which were designed to deflect water away from the windows. 

This feature was used on high-end sailing ships in the 19th century 

and occasionally on homes built in the Carpenter Gothic style. Only 

minor changes have been made to the house in the last 146 years. In 

the late twentieth century, the roof was redone, the ornate porch was 

repaired and simplified, the fireplace was replaced by a gas stove, 

and a small utility room was added. 

The first owner was supposedly William Henry Henderson (1856-

1937), who was born in Missouri. As he was only 16 in 1872, however, it is more likely that the house was built by his 

father, James William Henderson—who was probably the unnamed shipbuilder credited with its design. Since William 

worked in naval yards in western Washington later in his life, his father (who died in Hoquiam) probably had shipbuilding 

experience as well. The two men, along with several of William’s siblings, had moved from Yakima to Rock Lake in 1870 

or 1871. Their property bordered the lands of Chief Kamiakin (1800-1877) and his family, who were reportedly good 

friends of the Hendersons. (Some writers claim that William was the leader of group of neighbors who unsuccessfully 

tried to oust Kamiakin from his home in 1873, but this is unlikely.) In March 1877, William married Sarah Alice Davis 

(1859-c. 1915); they had five children. The family did not remain permanently in the area—by 1910 they were living in 

Seattle and by 1920 in Bremerton. Two other families, the Riemers and then the Chases, owned the property before it 

was purchased in 1925 by the Bailey family. Norman and Arlene Bailey have been the owners since 1969. 

The Henderson House is historically significant not only for its architectural merit, but also for its proximity to the first buri-

al site of Chief Kamiaken, the defeated leader of a coalition of fourteen Columbia Plateau tribes during the Yakima War 

of 1855-58. When he died in April 1877, he was buried on the Henderson ranch, above Kamiache Creek. A few years 

later it was discovered that his grave had been desecrated—his head and shoulders had been removed by the well-

known Kansas fossil-hunter Charles H. Sternberg (1850-1943). According to local legend, Kamiakin’s family and friends 

reburied what was left of the body in a secret grave somewhere near Rock Lake. The location of his skull is also un-

known, despite numerous efforts over the years to locate it. Some 

speculate that it is in the hands of the notorious “Skull and Bones 

Society” at Yale University. 

 

If you know of an interesting building built before 1900 that 
you would like to see featured in “Worth a Look,” please 
contact Kathy Meyer at klemeyer@gmail.com or 509-334-
9089. 

Henderson House in 1976 

 Henderson house in 2018 
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AT THE DEPOT… 
Potential donors were invited to the depot on Sunday, December 2, 
2018, to learn about the committee’s vision for the future Pullman 
Depot Heritage Center. They were greeted by the three honorary co-
chairpersons of the capital campaign, Mary Schweitzer, Glenn John-
son, and Alex McGregor. Each spoke about their interest and commit-
ment to the project. 

The freight room sported new exhibits, historic railroad photos, a 
model train, architectural drawings of the original building, and de-
sign concepts generated by WSU’s RCDI students and faculty who are 
consulting with the steering committee. Attendees were taken on tours of the entire complex. 

The depot committee has begun structuring a capital campaign in hopes of reaching their goal of raising three million dollars. They 
are currently starting with a “silent” time, contacting some suggested persons who might be willing to commit larger amounts. 
They have identified legacy naming rights for donors to consider: 

Entire Building                $500,000 
Main Lobby/ Display & Event Area    100,000 
Freight Room/Heritage Displays      75,000 
Outdoor Children’s Play Area      50,000 
Passenger Car/Theater       50,000 
Caboose         40,000 
Indoor Children’s Center       25,000 
Outdoor Platform            25,000 

All WCHS members will be contacted once a general campaign 
is launched. 


