
Whitman County Historical Society Board Meeting Jan. 14, 2020, at the Archives 

Board members present: Greg Partch, Mark Clinton, Linda Hackbarth, Theresa Dale, Janet Barstow, Jon 

Anderson, Carrie Lipe. 

Guests: Ed Garretson, Alex Otero 

Consent agenda approved. Minutes approved as amended. 

Linda Hackbarth asked several questions about the Depot that reiterated the need for the financial 

committee to meet. Greg said that committee will meet before the February board meeting. 

Ed Garretson introduced Alex Otero, who has agreed to be the Past Perfect Coodinator. Ed hopes that 

within two years the program database will coordinate among all the entities of WCHS. He reported he 

wants to reduce his time with the Archives, but not retire from it completely. He will continue producing 

the Bunchgrass Historian. He noted the many positive aspects of having the Archives where it is – great 

relationship with WCGS and Friends of Gladish, nominal humidity changes, and no natural light. The 

WCGS pays 1/3 of the monthly $470 rent. The printer belongs to WCGS and we pay for usage. Sky 

Wekwerk is the new coordinator of objects and artifacts committee, and has a lot of prior experience 

with collections.  

Greg reported that Mike Markley and Don Myott have agreed to head the committee to display and 

care for the telescope and top hat belonging to Cashup Davis, which was recently donated to the WCHS. 

The intent when donated was for it to be rotated among several entities including the Whitman County 

Library, museums, CAHNRS and others at the discretion of the WCHS. Mike and Don have met with Greg 

Partch and Mike Damery. A case needs to be acquired, with the hope of also having a traveling case. The 

home base for the display might be at the Center in Colfax. A videographer has been secured by the 

Davis family to make a documentary about Cashup Davis. The committee plans to meet at the MAC in 

Spokane to see photos and other memorabilia related to him. 

Members were reminded to complete their capital projects list, and to get committee reports in by 

Monday (preferably Friday) preceding board meetings to Val. 

Sally Burkhart was unanimously approved as Volunteer of the Year for 2019 and the award will be 

presented at the Ice Cream Social. Sally has been membership chair since 2006. 

The February meeting, at the Perkins House, will include the annual Trust accounting report. 

The board retreat training is scheduled for May 2 and members were encouraged to reach out to other 

non-profits to attend, thus reducing the cost for everyone. 

Carrie reported the Ice Cream Social committee is considering giving free ice cream to all dads since the 

event falls on Father’s Day this year. Also being considered is allowing exhibitors to sell items. 

Linda asked for a replacement as newsletter editor as the Depot has become the primary focus of her 

time. 


