
President’s letter for May 

 

Once again we’re hoping that we are past COVID-19 restrictions and can resume in-person 

meeting. One of the most important discussions will be a continuation of last meeting’s 

discussion concerning the St Ignatius request, which we approved but without the final legal 

wording concerning adopting the project as WCHS becoming a temporary fiscal sponsor” of it. 

We’re hoping to have the legal wording before the board for final adoption at the meeting. Also, 

things are now in place for our board training mini-retreat in June and we’ll be sharing the final 

details. 

 

As always, please let me know if you will be unable to join us Wednesday night at 7:00. Greg 

 

DEPOT REPORT for May 2021 – from Linda Hackbarth 

 

 

• Work on a $75,000 Third Places Fund grant for window restoration is proceeding – due 

June 1.  
• Pullman Rotary Club announced that they awarded our desired $825.00 for a new 20’ 

gate – to be installed in June – fire dept. will provide a special key lock. 
• Have initiated steps to open the freight room during the Pullman High School reunion 

July 23-25 and become part of their weekend activities. 
• Planning for the start of Stage 1 restoration – the exterior of the building – is on schedule 

– bids can be sent in July. Much information about roofing materials has been gathered.  
• An outdoor workday/cleanup is set for Sat. June 5 – 10 til noon. Boy Scout Troop #444 is 

assisting. 
• Preliminary discussions as to soliciting/finding a new Steering Committee member to 

replace Dave Hoyt have begun. Greatest desire is to find a “younger” person – maybe 

from the business community. Suggestions are being explored. 
• The Pullman Chamber has cancelled any structured Lentil Festival events for this August, 

but we are still looking at having some sort of Ken Vogel recognition during the 

traditional celebration time. We are hoping to have the Lentil “train” parked at the depot. 
• We are investigating the potential of renting parking space to a new portable business 

trailer called Dom’s Donuts, which is being built and planned to be ready in August. 
• The team of four Exhibit folks have pretty well jelled the design, photos, and text for 

three interpretive signs to be commercially built and placed outside the depot - using 

funds from a Meter Grant. 
 

WCHS Board Report:  Perkins House     

Perkins House is now open every weekend for tours. 

Capital Projects - Foundation Repair- Phase Two has begun with brick/mortar repair.  The drain 

field work will not begin until after our June 20 fundraiser because we want the lawn beautiful for 

our outdoor event. 



Yard Improvements –Extensive garden upgrading work continues. The Mockenema 4 H Club 

helped clear debris from the garden and we are very grateful (a Gazette Article with photos was 

published.)  New plantings are being done by volunteers. Work to refurbish and improve Norma’s 

Rose garden, in honor of Norma McGregor, has been completed with a new, improved trellis, new 

roses, etc.  The McGregor family has been invited to our Vintage Picnic and “re-dedication of 

Norma’s Garden event.”   We have a new lawn sprinkler provider – AQUALAWN - and are very 

pleased with the service. Also, Leland Lawn Services has “adopted” Perkins House as a 

“sponsorship” and is providing free lawn care for weed control, much needed for the long term 

health of our lawn. 

“Vintage Outdoor Picnic and Fashion Show” will be an “outdoors only” fundraising event on 

Father’s Day June 20th from 11 am – 2pm.  We will have 8 socially distanced picnic tables and chairs 

reserved for online reservations at $50 per table. The Hankers family will provide live music, and 

volunteers will be wearing vintage and replica vintage clothing.  Other fun events include:  dress up 

in vintage clothing for family photos, croquet games, model railroad display, the rededication of 

Norma’s garden, etc.  Proceeds will be dedicated to the Foundation Repair Project. To keep it 

simple, food will not be served, but families will be encouraged to bring their own picnics. Bottled 

water will be available. 

History Club at Colfax High: We continue working on a “Tidbits from Perkins House Museum” 

video tape presentation for use on the WCHS website and YouTube.  

 

      Submitted by Nancy Rothwell 

Report from the Archive, May 2021: 

 

Open to Public, regular posted hours Wednesdays, 10:00 AM through 12:00 PM. As statewide 

restrictions Recovery Plan, we are currently in Phase 

2, https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HealthyWashingtonPhasedChart.pdf 

 

With Recovery Plan being changed to Phase 2 as of April 16, we allow visits to our facility up to 

25% capacity as per recommendations stated on page 4 & 5 

at: https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-19-resources/covid-19-reopening-guidance-

businesses-and-workers 

Staff have been present throughout working the following: 

 

Organizing and indexing loose general paper items. 

 

Collating and cataloging donated collections and entering data into PastPerfect. 

 

Accomplishing online requests, research and responses, have had several requests made of us 

this month, more genealogy that Historical. 

 

April 25, 2021, I visited Lewiston Idaho to see how the Nez Perce Historical Society used the 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/HealthyWashingtonPhasedChart.pdf
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PastPerfect program. 

 

Nez Perce Historical Society: 

 0306 3rd St. Lewiston Id 83501 

  Spent approx. 1 1/2 hours with Mary Rosario, she is one of the most professional archival 

people I've ever had the pleasure of talking with. 

  PastPerfect is "Network system", connecting both of their computer together. 

  They use the numbering system differently than we do,  agreed both systems work effectively. 

  Had some great discussion on how to handle the photo collection, especially in regard to public 

request. Also noted that once photos are put on internet, we may loose control of them. 

  First told that I couldn't get copies any papers showing how Nez Perce did business, but before 

I left she was making sure that I had copies of what we had talked about, with a "you are 

welcome back any time for questions/ answers". 

 

  Since this meeting at Nez Perce, a meeting was held April 27th at the Archive , Gladish center 

with Ed, Lyndsay, Valoree and myself to discuss needs to upgrade our procedures for accepting 

and processing donations to the WCHS, that included a review of how Nez Perce process. 

 

Made contact with Evan Robb, Secretary of State office, Digital Repository Librarian, Library 

Development the in regards to getting our photos accessible online utilizing the "Washington 

Rural Heritage" Site, such as used by the Whitman County Library: 

  Evan Robb 

  Digital Repository Librarian, State of Washington 

  (360) 704-5228 

  Evan.robb@sos.wa.gov 

 

Rob stated the grants/ funds for this are only authorized through the Library system, and would 

we consider teaming up with the Whitman County Library to accomplish this. I told him this was 

one of the decisions on our path to make these photos more accessible to the general public. 

 

 

Regards, 

Alex 

 

PS. Email from Robb Evan, Digital Repository Librarian, Library Development 

 

 

Tue, 20 Apr 2021 20:28:48 +0000  

 

[View original HTML in new window (only use with messages from trusted senders)] 

 

Hi Alex, 

 

Nice talking to you today. 

 

As we discussed, in order for the Whitman County Historical Society to use the Washington 

mailto:Evan.robb@sos.wa.gov


Rural Heritage platform for digital collections, the society would need to partner with either the 

Whitman County Library or the Neill Public Library. This is simply because this project is 

funded with a federal grant primarily targeting libraries, but also inclusive of library partners 

(like museums). In my experience, mid-sized museums like yours often want to go their own 

way, understandably. So if a partnership is not the ideal situation from the historical society’s 

perspective, there are plenty of options for hosting digital collections. 

 

As an alternative to PastPerfect Online, I would point to Omeka (https://www.omeka.net/) 

 

Some local examples of Omeka users are: 

 

-          Spokane Public Library: https://www.spokanelibrary.org/northwest-room/digital-

collections/ 

 

-          Seattle Museum of Flight: https://digitalcollections.museumofflight.org/ 

 

-          Lewis & Clark College: http://digitalcollections.lclark.edu/ 

 

Also, Spokane Historical uses Omeka + Curatescape: https://spokanehistorical.org/ 

 

I like this system because it is compliant with modern library and archival standards for 

metadata. It also has a pretty clean end-user experience. And finally, it’s easy for non-technical 

people to use. You might consider trying out their free trial. 

 

There are other systems, but they tend to be more costly OR are more difficult to use. 

 

Always happy to talk more. 

 

Best, 

 

EVAN ROBB Digital Repository Librarian, Library Development 

 

Washington State Library | Office of the Secretary of State 

 

6880 Capitol Blvd SE, Tumwater, Washington 

 

360-567-9281 evan.robb@sos.wa.gov 

 

www.washingtonruralheritage.org 
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