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TEN ADDITIONAL VARIETIES OF LOST APPLES REDISCOVERED IN 2019 

In the fall of 2019, apples were again collected all over the Inland Empire in hopes of recovering more apple varie-

ties thought to be extinct as part of the Lost Apple Project, sponsored by the Whitman County Historical Society. 

By the end of the harvest season around 200 bags of apples (each bag representing one tree) were sent to apple 

identification experts Joanie Cooper and Shaun Shepherd of the Temperate Orchard Conservancy in Portland, Or-

egon. This spring their report concluded that TEN lost apples had been rediscovered. These included the Gold 

Ridge, found near Pomeroy, Washington; Sary Sinap, Givens, Colman, Claribel and Butter Sweet (of Pennsylva-

nia), all located in Latah County, Idaho; Streaked Pippin, found near Waitsburg, Washington; Mihalyfi, found 

near Pullman, Washington; Nelson Sweet from near Seattle, and Fink, discovered near Boise, Idaho. 

This now brings the total of lost apples re-discovered in eastern Washington and Northern Idaho to twenty-three. 

The Nero was re-discovered in 2014. Arkansas Beauty and Dickinson were found in 2016.  Shackleford, McAfee, 

Saxon Priest, Kittageskee, Ewalt, Surprise #1, and Flushing Spitzenburg were found in 2017. Regmalard, Excelsi-

or, and Jackson Winter Sweet were located in 2018. 

Most of the gathering of samples falls on the shoulders of Lost Apple Project director, Dave Benscoter and cohort 

E.J. Brandt. Each fall Benscoter and Brandt spend countless hours scouring the countryside in search of apple 

trees. They collect hundreds of apples from long-abandoned orchards located by using old maps, records, newspa-

per clippings, nursery sales records, or from tips from homeowners eager to learn if they might have a special tree 

on their property.  

By matching names from those records with property maps, they can pinpoint where an orchard might have been 

and they often find a few specimens still growing there. The pair carefully note the location of each tree using a 

GPS device and tag the tree with a plastic band before bagging the apples in zip-close bags and shipping them to 

the Oregon experts for identification. In the winter they return to the trees to take wood cuttings that can be graft-

ed onto root stock to propagate new trees of that variety, so it can be saved for the future and shared with others. 

Research into the re-discovered varieties has yielded some interesting history. For instance, Mihalyfi is a Hungari-

an variety known to be among some twenty varieties sent to the Washington State Ex-

perimental Station (WSU) in the late 1800s. George Ruedy, a Colfax nurseryman, grew 

and likely sold some to nearby homesteaders. He submitted a sample to the USDA in 

1898, who in turn had a color drawing commissioned to add to their collection. (See nota-

tion at bottom of illustration.) 

Last fall members of the Lost Apple Project were invited to the home of Dave and Doro-

thy Wahl east of Genesee, Idaho. Samples were taken from twenty trees, resulting in the 

re-discovery of Claribel and Butter Sweet of Pennsylvania. Dave, known as a cowboy po-

et, told stories of long ago meeting Myles Kelly “Shorty” Hill, who once roomed with his 

uncle. According to Dave, Hill was a stagecoach driver for “Cashup” Davis—the man who 

built the hotel on Steptoe Butte and owned a vast apple orchard there.  

Lost Apple volunteers conduct annual sales of their newly grafted trees for $25 each. All 

proceeds go to further the project. Contact dbens23@gmail.com about next year’s sale. 

Follow their ongoing story on Facebook at Lost Apple Project. 
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New Heritage Orchard at WSU 
 
As many of you know, Washington State University 
had to move much of their orchards to a new loca-
tion due to the expansion of the Pullman-Moscow 
Airport. With challenges come new opportunities 
and as part of the new orchard is a new section, 
known as a heritage orchard, devoted to heritage 
apples known to have been grown in the region. 
The Lost Apple Project is helping WSU by grafting 
about half of the first 100 varieties that will go in 
the orchard. When the heritage orchard is com-
plete there could be as many as 300 varieties peo-
ple can visit and taste.  
 

 
 
Photo shows 
some of the 
grafted trees 
prepared by 
Dave Bensco-
ter, Mike 
Chase, Dave 
liezen and Jim 
McGinty. 

Dear Members, 

 

Well, we made it through April, and I think we are seeing some daylight as to social distanc-

ing and resuming limited face-to-face contacts again. Now that the Governor’s office has al-

lowed us to transition into phase two of reopening, we’re hopeful that phase three will soon 

follow allowing us to reopen to the public. We decided to cancel our April board meeting and 

will be meeting in May online. Unfortunately, we found it necessary to cancel our annual Ice 

Cream Social in June at the Perkins House. This important fund raiser was especially im-

portant this year as we’d hoped to show everyone the foundation replacement project 

getting underway this year and hoping for additional support in paying off the loan. If you’d 

like to learn more contact Nancy or Val at the Perkins House (397-2555). Please share with 

anyone else that might be interested in this very worthy tax-deductible project. Behind the 

scenes though we’ve been very busy.  

 

The Depot committee has worked diligently to meet the April deadline for submitting a major grant request for restor-

ing the brickwork to the State Historical Board and is taking the final steps to “rehome” two of the three passenger cars 

to once again allow the depot to be seen in all its glory. Also, another major success story is at the Lost Apple Project. 

Dave turned “lemons into lemonade” with a timely interview with an Associated Press wire-photo interview that went 

nation-wide, resulting in dozens of contributions from all across the nation. We’ve kept Val and Jon busy sending out 

hundreds of acknowledgements and thank-yous and they keep coming in as other newspapers pickup and print the 

story. Well done Dave. 

 

In closing, I’d like to thank all of you for your continued support in this difficult period. It’s sincerely appreciated.  

 

Greg Partch 

WCHS President 
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PULLMAN DEPOT TAKES NEXT STEP TOWARD  

HERITAGE CAPITAL GRANT 

 

The Washington Historical Society released the names of applicants 
who have qualified to proceed in their quest for funding through the 
2021-23 Heritage Capital Grants program. Included among the group is 
the Pullman Depot Heritage Center, seeking $240,000 to begin Phase I of their restoration plans for the historic Northern Pacific 
depot. 
 

The application submitted by the Pullman Depot Heritage Center has focused on repairing and restoring the depot’s exterior brick 
facade, returning the roof to its original design and appearance, plus repairing soffits, fascia, and gutters. Volunteers have been 
meeting with Design West architects for six months to determine a plan for the total restoration efforts and cost estimates for each 
of five phases or stages. The estimated cost for this initial step is $390,000.  
 

Based on the generous donations the community has already provided, more than 2600 volunteer hours, and numerous in-kind 
services, the Heritage Center has accepted over $500,000 in matching funds in order to qualify for the grant. If the grant is award-
ed, plans would be to start work during the summer of 2021.  
 

Heritage Capital Grants are awarded every two years to non-profits across the state for preservation projects. Through the applica-
tion review, which continues into the fall, the Washington State Historical Society develops a ranked list of projects to recommend 
for funding. The full ranked list of applications is forwarded to the Governor to include for Legislative deliberation of the state’s 
capital budget.   
 

During the last biennium $9.737 million was appropriated in matching grants to 36 projects. For every dollar of grant funds, grant-

ees provide twice as much through community-supported fundraising efforts. The grants and matching funds support capital costs 

for public heritage projects, including restoring historic buildings, preserving archaeological sites, and building expansions or new 

facilities that provide preservation activities and exhibits.  

TWO PASSENGER CARS SET TO LEAVE PULLMAN 

Work began during the week of May 11 to complete a project in the planning stages for two years. The executive team at 

PDHC has worked to find new homes for three train cars inherited when the property was purchased in 2018. They were 

placed on an auxiliary track right next to the building by the previous owner and had no historic relevance to Pullman. They 

were blocking the front of the depot, preventing any attempt at restoration. A small 

locomotive was taken to Reardon, Washington, last year. Now one passenger car is 

scheduled to go to a home outside Colfax near the historic Manning Bridge. The other 

will be taken north of Moscow, Idaho. 

In order to accomplish the move, a portion of the roof touching the cars had to be 

skillfully cut back, so the first car could be moved without damaging the building. 

This work was contracted to Pullman builder, Tim Sullivan. Mike Curtis and a crew 

from Pacific Railcar Company, Findley, Washington, is in charge of the train removal.  

After each car is hoisted by jacks and heavy blocks, the steel trucks are pulled out and 

replaced with a set of road tires on both front and rear of each 85’ car.  After working for two days, the 

first car was set to travel, but rain and soggy ground at the Colfax location prevented further progress. 

The crew will return after Memorial Day to complete both moves. 

All expenses incurred by Pacific Railcar are being paid by the new owners, while PDHC will cover the 

cost of the roof removal and subsequent repairs. 
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2020 ICE CREAM SOCIAL CANCELLED 

Carrie Lipe, event coordina-

tor, announced the cancella-

tion of this year’s ice cream 

social with extreme regrets. At 

the time the decision was 

made Governor Inslee had 

declared a stay-at-home order 

in response to the COVID-19 

outbreak. Caution and safety 

were of upmost concern to 

WCHS and the planning com-

mittee. 

Get set for a bigger and better 2021! 

 Foundation Restoration Planned  

at Perkins House 

In mid-March, Evan Lauback, the engineer engaged on 

the project, finalized and distributed the written job de-

scription/contractor plans to several local contractors. 

Unfortunately, no bids have been submitted to date, al-

though two contractors expressed interest in the project. 

Of course, now they are in their busy season, and several 

local contractors have “gone to Idaho” to work since the 

virus lockdown is less restrictive. Evan will be contact-

ing those who expressed interest in bids and see if we 

can get them moving again.   

You can support this effort to repair the foundation by 

sending a donation to WCHS and designate it to go to-

ward the Perkins House. 

Foundation committee members:  Chairperson Nancy 

Rothwell, Mark Clinton, Bob Krikac, and Jim Fitzgerald, 

with participation by Evan Lauback, Reliant Engineers, 

Pullman.  


