
Early History of Moscow & Latah County 
 
Where is Moscow? 
 Latah County 
 Idaho 
 The Palouse 
  Paradise Creek, starts on Moscow Mt., flows thru  

Moscow, into the Palouse River 

Who lived there 1st? 
 Native Americans / Indians: Nez Perce, Palouse, CDA 
 Hunter-gatherers 
  Berries like huckleberries in the mts. 
  Camas bulbs, deer & other animals on prairies & hills 
  Fish in the rivers 
  



1st Pioneers – mostly from the Eastern US – arrived in 1870.  
Why did they come? 
 Gold, silver, mica, opals 
 Lumber, Agriculture 
 
Latah County used to be part of Nez Perce County 
The people wanted their own county and tried to leave 3x 
In 1887, Latah county was created by an Act of Congress  

– the only county in the US created this way 
– bill signed by president Grover Cleveland 

 
1st settlers in Moscow in 1871 
Original name: Hog Heaven, because pigs liked to eat camas bulbs 
Name changed to Paradise Valley in 1872 – 1st P.O. 
Name changed to Moscow in 1875. Why? 
 Not named after Moscow, Russia, like everyone thinks 

- or not directly, anyway 
- council of 5 men met to rename the town, but 

couldn’t decide 
 So they left it to be named by 1st postmaster, Samuel Neff 
  Had been born in Moscow, PA 
  Later lived in Moscow, IA 
  Guess he wanted to live in a 3rd Moscow! 
 
1877, Indian scare - stockade for protection “Fort Russell” 
Indians never attacked 
 
Moscow grew rapidly.  
By 1880, pop. was 76! 
1887 – 600 people 
 



5 Years ago, the Oregon RR & Navigation Co. put a rail line thru 
Moscow!      Result? Pop. Mushroomed up to 2,000! 
 
1890 – Idaho became a state! 
 
3 years ago, the University of Idaho opened it’s doors in October. 
 
Guessing that Moscow will become a booming and prosperous 
town now, maybe it will have 5 or 10,000 people some day! 
 
 
  


