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Come See Us at the Jones Schoolhouse during the Palouse Empire Fair! 
Thursday – Sunday, September 7 – 10 
 
If you’re planning a trip to the fair in September, be sure to stop by the Jones Schoolhouse! Located at the heart of the fair-
grounds, a visit to this restored one-room schoolhouse provides a fun and interesting experience of school as it was more than 
120 years ago. All ages are welcome! 
 

On Thursday, September 7, activities at the schoolhouse will primarily be devoted to third-
graders from around the county who come to the fair for a day each year. Dressed in period 
costume, “teachers” Kathy Meyer of Pullman and Shirley Leendertsen  from Palouse will 
teach mini-lessons in Science, Arithmetic, Penmanship, Poetry, and Geography to classes 
whose teachers have signed up in advance. The lessons—as well as the rules for behav-
ior—will harken back to 1895, the first year the Jones School was in operation in nearby 
Dusty. Students will sit at old-fashioned wooden desks, use slates, and stand to ask or an-
swer questions. Old-fashioned discipline will be in place as well: Mischief-makers will face 
standing in the corner or wearing a dunce hat! After “school” is over at 2:00 p.m., the school-
house will be open to the public until 7:00 p.m.   
 

On Friday and Saturday, the schoolhouse will again be open to all fair-goers under the supervision of Kathy Meyer and Dan Leon-
ard. Hours will be from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Visitors can view exhibits of 100-year-old schoolbooks, photographs of old schools 
in Whitman county, and maps of regional and national interest; or they can request a lesson similar to those taught to third-graders 
the previous day.  
 

New this year will be an old-fashioned spelling bee on Sunday afternoon, beginning at 2:00. Come and cheer on some of your 
favorite elected officials and community leaders as they struggle to spell words like “lachrymal,” “oleaginous,” and “verisimilitude!”   
 

This will be the sixth year that WCHS has staffed the schoolhouse during the fair. Last year over 850 visitors visited during the 
three days it was open. As activities and visitors to the school increase each year, so does the amount of work, so WCHS is look-
ing for additional volunteers. If you have a little teaching, docenting, and/or acting experience and want to help, or if you would like 
to help with the spelling bee, please contact Leonard or Meyer at 509-334-9089, 509-332-8211, klemeyer@gmail.com, or 
drleonard44@gmail.com. 
 
 

Letterpress Printing…WHAT?  Saturday and Sunday at the Fair 
 
Ever thought about how books and newspapers were made before typewriters and computers? 
 

Find out how at the Palouse Empire Fair on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 8 and 9, from 10 to 6. Take 
home your own souvenir, made by you, the way it would have been done since the 15th century. 
 

Free of charge, courtesy of the Whitman County Historical Society, and volunteers from the Roy 
Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum in Palouse. 
 

See us at the Blacksmith Shop! 
 

 



 MESSAGE FROM YOUR FROM YOUR WCHS PRESIDENT 
 
 Well, here we are again - another bountiful harvest finishing up in the Palouse. It never fails to 
amaze me the beauty and bounty we share. I have to start by thanking everyone who came out to 
make our Ice Cream Social in June another great success. And with that we must start by thanking 
our Perkin's House coordinator, Theresa Dale, and her assistant Frank White for continuing the Per-
kins House improvements and coordinating the Ice Cream Social this year. However, we still need a 
permanent Ice Cream Social coordinator/volunteer to help take off the pressure and continuing the 
quality production that we are proud so of. It's a once a year project that is the main fund raiser for 
the Perkin's House activities. The two special events this year were the dedication of a heritage ap-
ple tree in memory of our friend and board member Ken Vogel by members of the Colton Teacher's Association and 
recognition of the McGregor Family for their long-time support of the WCHS. 
 
Soon it will be Fair time again and the Jones School House takes center stage for the WCHS again at the fairgrounds. 
Kathy Meyer and Shirley Leendertsen will demonstrate what school life was like in the late 1880's. Thursday is dedicat-
ed to local third grade classes to sit in the seats and experience a typical day of education in Whitman County in that 
era. Please drop in and watch this year’s "Spelling Bee" on Sunday at 2 pm pitting community leaders against one an-
other. Also we will be demonstrating early printing techniques from our Chatter's Printing Museum in Palouse. Janet 
Barstow, the printing museum director, will be coordinating an interactive demonstration at the Blacksmith shop and Ed 
Garretson will be bringing special items from the Pullman archives to share. 
 
Also, I must once again thank our board for their work towards improving our society. We have seen continued growth in 
membership and volunteers which indicates the health of our society. However, we still need additional volunteers in all 
areas to keep us moving forward and to support the coordinators. Please get in contact with us if you have a few hours 
to spend and help keep our organization the best we can be. It can be a 'one time' volunteer donation such as the Ice 
Cream Social or as a docent with hours to fit your schedule. If you have thought of us in the past or know somebody 
who has some extra time to help catalogue pictures or donations please contact your nearest WCHS person or just walk 
on in and talk with us about possibilities. 
 
Finally, I must remind everyone of our annual meeting in October. It will be held again at The Jones School House at the 
fairgrounds. We have several board members retiring this year so please think about sitting on our board and helping 
lead us into the future. We can't continue to do it without your support and help. Please feel free to contact any of our 
board members as well as myself (509-635-1556 or gpartch@completebbs.com) if you have any questions about being 
on the board or know of someone who would be willing to serve. Also, we are still looking for a speaker for that meeting. 
If you know of someone who would be interested in sharing some local historical knowledge please let me know and I'll 
contact them. 
 
See you at the fair,                                                                    
      Greg 

Secretary Needed Secretary Needed Secretary Needed ---   Volunteer NOWVolunteer NOWVolunteer NOW   

Your Whitman County Historical Society is in Your Whitman County Historical Society is in Your Whitman County Historical Society is in 
desperate need of a new secretary to serve on desperate need of a new secretary to serve on desperate need of a new secretary to serve on 
the Board of Directors. If you have the �me and the Board of Directors. If you have the �me and the Board of Directors. If you have the �me and 
interest, give this posi�on your serious consid-interest, give this posi�on your serious consid-interest, give this posi�on your serious consid-
era�on. Major du�es would be taking minutes era�on. Major du�es would be taking minutes era�on. Major du�es would be taking minutes 
at the monthly Board mee�ngs and keeping at the monthly Board mee�ngs and keeping at the monthly Board mee�ngs and keeping 
lines of communica�on open among the Board. lines of communica�on open among the Board. lines of communica�on open among the Board. 
Contact Greg Partch ASAP! Contact Greg Partch ASAP! Contact Greg Partch ASAP!    

ANONYMOUS DONOR GIVES $20,000 !ANONYMOUS DONOR GIVES $20,000 !ANONYMOUS DONOR GIVES $20,000 !   
The WCHS Board of Directors was elated to hear of The WCHS Board of Directors was elated to hear of The WCHS Board of Directors was elated to hear of 
the recent donation of $20,000 from an anonymous the recent donation of $20,000 from an anonymous the recent donation of $20,000 from an anonymous 
donor to go toward the redonor to go toward the redonor to go toward the re---roofing of Perkins House.roofing of Perkins House.roofing of Perkins House.   

This generous gift will make possible the necessary This generous gift will make possible the necessary This generous gift will make possible the necessary 
repairs to curtail leaks and assure the future of the repairs to curtail leaks and assure the future of the repairs to curtail leaks and assure the future of the 
building. Organizational funds will supplement that building. Organizational funds will supplement that building. Organizational funds will supplement that 
effort and also repair the crumbling foundation.effort and also repair the crumbling foundation.effort and also repair the crumbling foundation.   

THANK YOU, THANK YOU from us all THANK YOU, THANK YOU from us all THANK YOU, THANK YOU from us all ---      



ICE CREAM SOCIAL A SUCCESS 
WCHS’s  annual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, June 25 was a resounding success. Despite the somewhat stifling heat, 
participants were treated to hot dogs, hamburgers, desserts, and ice cream while being entertained by the Snake River Six 

band. Perkins House coordinator Theresa Dale, Frank White, and Nancy Roth-
well provided tours of the historic home. Many folks took time to inspect the Per-
kins cabin. A bevy of eager models, under the direction of Debbie Snell, donned 
heritage attire to provide a stunning style show. Various displays circled the yard, 
including the Vintage Tractor Club, Whitman County Quilting Club, Lewiston 
Model Railroad Club, and Allan McSweeney’s antique car. 

The Colton School District staff honored the late Ken Vogel, long-time WCHS 
board member, with a plaque placed in front of a heritage 

Palouse apple tree planted in Ken’s memory. Ken’s wife Sally and other family members were pre-
sent to accept this tribute. WCHS President Greg Partch presented a framed 
letter to Alex McGregor (right) to acknowledge the contributions of his mother 
Norma McGregor who was the inspiration behind saving the Perkins House 

and starting the historical society. 

WCHS owes much gratitude to the numerous volun-
teers who worked before and during the event. A big 
shout out goes to members of Boy Scout Troop #595 and a Cub Scout from 
Pack #595 who moved all the tables and chairs from the cellar and set them 

up. They also erected a large picnic shelter. The apple tree was provided by David Benscoter, who 
also sold heritage apple trees. 

 

Sally Vogel 

Alex, Theresa and Greg 

Style Show models 

 

 

 

If you are willing to receive your Newsletters via 
email PLEASE contact Linda and let her know.  

 lindahackbarth39@gmail.com 

Reminders about renewing WCHS dues are sent 
from Sally Burkhardt when they are due. Check 
your address label to see your expiration date. 



Archive Update: 

This summer has been productive at the WCHS Archive. Ed Garretson announced the hiring of Luke Sprague to pro-
vide needed expertise in updating the association’s computer system. Two new terminals and printer have been pur-
chased plus a “state of the art” firewall and security upgrade was added. The aim will be to connect the archival soft-
ware called Past Perfect to our available cloud storage system, allowing online access to the records and photos 
housed in the Archive. A second work terminal will also make accessing information by the public readily available. 

One of the Archive volunteers, Annette Pettenger, has spearheaded a project to update the records of over three hun-
dred schools in Whitman County. Official records of school districts have been kept according to their assigned number 
because they were created as taxing districts. Much confusion has existed over the years because former students or 
local residents remember the school by its name.  Consolidation and changes in demographics has brought additional 
adjustments and renaming of schools. Many numbers once in existence have been dropped and new ones added. 

Over the years many rural schools were known by different names – such as the Taufen School which was also called 
the Heitstuman School. When visitors come to the Archive searching for information about a given school, they seldom 
know the number of the school district, rather the name it was given. As the Archive has gathered photos of these 
schools, they were recorded by their name – or at least the name the donor of the photo knew it to be. Now the aim will 
be to catalog each school more completely. 

Annette, with the help of Lou Vyhnanek and Ed, have been developing an Excel database identifying each school by 
number, location, and name (names), also noting the changes that have existed and when they occurred.  The “team” 
got a big boost one day when Harold Braman from St. George, Utah, showed up to research his family. After overhear-
ing numerous discussions, he asked if he might be of any help. It turned out Harold was a retired ESD 101 employee, 
who had kept all the official records of county school for years. While in the area, Harold stopped by the main office in 
Spokane to show the current staff where he kept the books of records, so now Annette has a place to confirm the infor-
mation in our Archive. 

A GLANCE BACK IN TIME – the First 50 Years of the Fair 

The upcoming Palouse Empire Fair has long exhibited the pride of Whitman County. The first fairs served to bolster 
interest in the region by celebrating and showcasing the agricultural accomplishments of its residents. A grandstand, 
race course, and exhibit pavilion was built in time for the first fair in October 1887. Even in its infancy prizes were 
awarded in each division. Adjacent camp grounds, horse racing, and various forms of entertainment added to the appeal. 
 
During the depression years of 1893 and 1984 the economy languished and the fair was forgotten. A successful apple 
display prepared by Whitman growers for Spokane’s 1895 Fruit Fair led Colfax city leaders to propose reinstating the 
county fair in 1995.The amount of prize money increased. Bicycle, horse, and bulls racing events were added. Enthusi-
asm grew and the event flourished for the next fifteen years. The first “School Children’s Day” in 1901resulted in rec-
ord-breaking attendance as a special train brought students from Tekoa, Farmington, Garfield, and Elberton. 
 
Devastating floods in 1910 caused major damage to the facilities. Many buildings had to be rebuilt and improvements 
were added. The fair changed its focus to more emphasis of entertainment and horse racing into the 1920s until the Pro-
hibition era prompted charges against directors for promoting gambling. The exhibits of 4-H Clubs, first called Boys 
and Girls Clubs, became popular. 
 
The Fair Association reorganized in 1925, placing a greater emphasis on local farmers and their produce and moved the 
site to Garfield for the next five years. The Great Depression caused another period of interruption, but 4-H Clubs spon-
sored smaller fairs. Finally in 1938 the fair returned to Colfax with emphasis on agricultural displays. The annual cele-
bration continued through World War II with emphasis on wartime food production and Victory Gardens, in addition to 
the traditional exhibits. 
 

(based on an article by Laura Woodworth-Ney in the Bunchgrass Historian, Vol. 20, No.3, 1992) 



 

 

With this newsletter, we begin a continuing feature showcasing a different historic home or buildings in Whitman County in each edi-
tion. Some are on the Historic Register, some are not. If you know of a building built before1900 that you think would interest our mem-
bers, contact Kathy Meyer at 509-334-9009 or klemeyer@gmail.com.  Meanwhile, it seems fitting to begin with the cabin built by 
James Perkins, the founder of Colfax. 

The Perkins Cabin 
The oldest standing building in Whitman County – and the first building built in 
Colfax – is the log cabin constructed by James A. Perkins (1841-1920) in the fall 
of 1870, after he and a man named Thomas J. Smith arrived to build a sawmill in 
the valley where the north and south branches of the Palouse River converge. 
Smith quickly left the area, but Perkins stayed. For the next sixteen years, the 
cabin was home first to Perkins and then to his wife Sarah Jane (nee Ewart) and 
their four children. 
Located at 623 N. Perkins Ave., the one-room cabin is built of hand-hewn logs. 
To make it more attractive to his wife, whom he married on April 6, 1873, Perkins 
attached a lean-to kitchen over the well on the north, sided the exterior with clap-
board, and wallpapered the interior. After building a magnificent Victorian home 
in 1886, the Perkins removed the lean-to and moved the cabin from its original 
location immediately west of the Perkins House to its current location against the hill. Two of their grandsons later used it as a bicycle 
shop. By 1973, when the Whitman County Historical Society purchased the property, it was in need of serious restoration. WCHS volun-
teers repaired the foundation and floor, replaced rotted logs, repapered the interior, and filled the cabin with donated furniture and house-
hold items appropriate to the 1870s and 1880s. The siding from the front of the cabin has also been removed to reveal the original hand-
hewn logs. In addition to the cabin’s value as an example of the earliest pioneer homes in the Palouse region, it is historically significant 
as the site of the first Republican convention in Whitman County (in 1872). 
Visitors can see the cabin during regular Perkins House hours, Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

WCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

2014-2017 
 

Janet Barstow, Palouse   Pat Flansburg, Palouse 
     barstow@palouse.com            pflans@gmail.com 
Ed Garretson, Uniontown  Greg Partch, Garfield 
     epg@wsu.edu             gpartch@completebbs.com 
 

2015-2018 

Theresa Dale, St. John   Greg Druffel, Colton  
     perkinscoordinator@gmail.com      gregory@inlandnet.com 
Dan Leonard, Colton    Mahlon Kriebel, Garfield  
     drleonard44@gmail.com       syntos@pullman.com 
 

2016-2019 
Jon Anderson, Pullman   Mark Clinton, Colfax 
     Jpa.cpa@pullman.com       colfaxclintons@gmail.com 
Kathy Meyer, Pullman 
     klmeyer@gmail.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

WCHS Annual Meeting 
     October   TBD  7 pm 
     Jones Schoolhouse at Fairgrounds 
 
After Dark Tours - Perkins House 
     Week of Halloween—Oct. 30- Nov. 3 

     $25 per person, Max. 6 in a group 

     Contact Theresa Dale 509-397-2555 
             perkinscoordinator@gmail.com 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Be a part of the exciting future of Whitman County and share a part of its history with a friend or relative by giving a gift 
membership or by joining yourself.             
______ Individual Membership $20.00       
______ Family Membership  $40.00    
______ Sustaining Membership $75.00      
______ Patron    $100.00 or more   
______ Business Membership  $50.00 or more    
______ Life Membership  $500.00 or more    
 

My additional donation to preserve our history is:  ___ $25.00   ___ $50.00   ___ $100.00    ___ 0ther $___________ 

TO SUPPORT:  
______Perkins House               ______ Newspaper & Print Museum 
______ Holy Trinity Chapel       ______ Archive 
______ Lost Apple Project        ______ Other __________________________ 
TOLTA AMOUNT ENCLOSED  (membership+donation)        $_______________ 

Name ______________________________________    Send to:       Membership Chairman 

Address ____________________________________              Whitman County Historical Society 

City ______________________________ State ____ Zip ________          P. O. Box 67 

Email __________________________________________________          Colfax, WA  99111 


