
 Whitman County 

 Historical Society 

    NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  

     Vol. 45, No. 1 - 2018 

FALL FIELD TRIPS AT THE JONES SCHOOLHOUSE 
 
Five classes of Whitman County second and third graders – a total of 138 students – “stepped back in time” during 
field trips to the Jones Schoolhouse in October and November, reported teachers Kathy Meyer of Pullman and Dan 
Leonard of Johnson. Participating were Garfield and Palouse Elementary Schools, Pullman Christian School, and Frank-
lin Elementary School in Pullman (which sent three different classes on three different days). 
 
Dressed in period costume, Leonard and Meyer begin each field trip by telling students that the schoolhouse door is a 
“time-portal” to the past. Once inside, they proceed to recreate the opening day of school at the Jones Schoolhouse, 
which was built in 1895 near Dusty. (It was moved to the Palouse 
Empire Fairgrounds and restored in 2010.) Students sit at old-
fashioned wooden desks, use slates and chalk, and stand to ask or 
answer questions. Old-fashioned discipline is in full-force as well: 
Mischief-makers face standing in the corner, wearing a dunce hat, 
or holding their noses to a chalk grindstone on the blackboard! 
 
A typical school day opens with the original (and somewhat shorter) 
“Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag,” which was written in 1892. The 
flag that the students salute has forty-four stars, which represent 
the number of states constituting the United States in 1895. In front 
of the classroom is a picture of the “current” president; in 1895 it 
was Grover Cleveland, who was both the 22nd and 24th president—
he was the only president to serve two nonconsecutive terms. The 
flag salute is followed by a prayer or patriotic song, and then by 
class discussion of the day’s “maxim,” a short sentence or adage 
conveying a general or inspiring truth or principle, such as “Empty 
Wagons Make the Most Noise.” 
 
Lessons in Penmanship, Arithmetic, Geography, English, and/or Science fill most of the day, broken by two recesses 
outside, weather permitting. Students engage in unstructured play during one but in structured play during the oth-
er—competing in games such as “Red Rover, Red Rover” or “Duck, Duck, Goose.” They are summoned back to class by 
the large bell in the bell tower, which is the original bell that was rung each school day until the Jones School was con-
solidated into Colfax in the late 1940s. At noon, students eat lunches they brought from home while they participate in 
a discussion of seasonal and homemade foods that students would have eaten in 1895. 
 
 
WCHS has been offering field trips at the Jones Schoolhouse for the last five years. They are available every school year from Sep-
tember through early November, and from April through early June, to students in first through eighth grade. If you are interested 
in providing this one-of-a-kind experience for your students or youth group, please contact Meyer (509-334-9089, klemey-
er@gmail.com) or Leonard (509-332-8211, drleonard44@gmail.com) to schedule a field trip. 



LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear WCHS Members: 
 
Happy New Year from your WCHS Board. This new year promises to be a very exciting time for The Socie-
ty. Our membership continues to grow and regularly we are being asked to help those who have reached 
out to us seeking information about family or history in our county (see one example in today’s is-

sue).  Also, two wonderful people have stepped forward to  help meet the need for The Perkins House 

roof replacement. They have offered  $20,000, with more added if it’s accomplished in 2018. We are ac-

tively looking for a qualified contractor,  a bid,  and getting started as soon as weather permits.  We  are 

hoping other Perkins House supporters will also help support this needed project.  Contact Theresa Dale, 

our Perkins House Director, for additional information or if you know of a qualified contractor we can con-
tact. 
 

Probably the most exciting event carried over from 2017 is moving forward to hire a part-time paid director. At our July 2017 
meeting the board voted to begin the process. After researching and discussing the ways and means to accomplish this, it was de-
cided that now was the time to act. The board decided we need to be able to guarantee four years of salary. We have asked sup-
portive individuals to donate $5,000 per year for the next four years. We now have six sponsors on board. Please let us know if you 
know of someone who may also want to join the other sponsors. Your board is now able to move forward in adopting a formal job 
description, conducting the search, and hiring an outstanding director. We’ll keep you informed as to our progress.  
 
I can’t say enough either about the support from your board as well as those volunteers who help us do all these necessary tasks. 
At our annual meeting we selected Frank White as our “Volunteer of the Year”. He will be presented with his name on our Volun-
teer of the Year Award plaque at The Ice Cream Social in June. And, after several months without a recording secretary we now 
have Brenda Dahmen of Colton getting ready to assume that position. She’s been a long time member and has already been active 
in her new position. We need to thank Ed Garretson for his many years as secretary and Vice President Mark Clinton for filling in 
during the ensuing time. Ed is staying on as Director of the Archives in Pullman as well as editor of The Bunchgrass Historian. 
 
Again, Happy New Year and watch us continue to grow in 2018.  
 
 
Greg Partch 
Your WCHS President WCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

2015-2018 

Theresa Dale, St. John   Greg Druffel, Colton  

     perkinscoordinator@gmail.com      gregory@inlandnet.com 

Dan Leonard, Colton    Mahlon Kriebel, Garfield  

     drleonard44@gmail.com       syntos@pullman.com 
 

2016-2019 

Jon Anderson, Pullman   Mark Clinton, Colfax 

     jpacpa@pullman.com       colfaxclintons@gmail.com 

Kathy Meyer, Pullman   Brenda Dahmen, Colfax 
     klmeyer@gmail.com        jobrdah@hotmail.com 

        

2017-2020 

Janet Barstow, Palouse   Pat Flansburg, Palouse 

     barstow@palouse.com            pflans@gmail.com 

Linda Hackbarth, Pullman  Greg Partch, Garfield 

     lindahackbarth39@gmail.com           gpartch@completebbs.com 

REQUEST ABOUT ST. JOHN HISTORY 
 
Brian Schneidmiller, who was raised in St. 
John, is looking for information concerning 
the family business in St. John and espe-
cially pictures of the company logo and sign-
age.  
 
He asks, "Please let me know if any mem-
bers would be able to look at any historical 
periodicals that may contain advertisements 
or have any photos of the family business, 
L&L Implement. My, grandpa, Alex Schneid-
miller, owned L&L Implement in the mid-
1950s until 1969.” 
 
If anyone can help him, just drop Greg an 
email (gpartch@completebbs.com) and 
he’ll put you together. Brian’s many thanks 
go out to anyone who may help him find this 
information. He's hoping to recreate the 
signage for his dad and uncle. 
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PERKINS SNOWMAN 

It has become customary for neighbor-

hood elves, Sam Bryson, Matt and Em-

ma Bramlett to build a snowman at 

Perkins House. The Christmas snow-

storm provided a perfect opportunity 

for the teenagers to out due them-

selves with a gigantic 13’ version this 

year. Thanks – it looked fabulous! 

CHRISTMAS AT PERKINS HOUSE  

Perkins House coordinator Theresa Dale put out a call for volunteers to decorate the house for the holiday 

season. An eager crew gathered December 8 to add festive touches both inside and out. Nancy Rothwell 

was kind enough to bring a batch of wassail for all to en-

joy. 

ACQISITIONS OF THE WCHS ARCHIVE IN 2017 

Gary Akers  8 photos of Rosalia: Worthington and Akers families 

Wanda Alderman  Booklet by Jean Wagner on St. John Schools and a History of Steptoe 

John Anderson  Addition to Pullman Civic Trust records 

Murial Bott  Colfax Phone Book 1988-89 

Breast Cancer Support Group of the Palouse  Records of that organization 

Marcia Cowles Burknell 1920 and 1921 Colfax High School annuals and photos 

Clallam Co. Hist. Soc. Butter box, Palouse Creamery 

Gene Dixon  Uniontown Co-Op memorabilia and The Palouse Story 

Steve Larkin  Hotel Whitman, Colfax, ledger in 1950s; records of the Colfax Girls Athletic Assoc. 

McGreevey family 1910 Plat Book 

MASC/WSU  Pullman Mother’s Club booklets 1914-1921 and Pullman Chamber brochure 

Nez Perce Co. Hist. Soc. Meuli 1885 Marriage Certificate and Meuli Uniontown Hotel ledger 

Alice Rockhill  Records of the La Dow Grange, Garfield 

Susan Schultz  Buttons: Colfax 1972 Centennial and Rosalia 1976 

Monique Slipher  several Pullman church booklets 

Steve Szasz  Info and photos of Country Bible Church 90th Anniversary 

Cheryl Waller  Uniontown Cemetery Records 

Whitman Co. Library Abstract of Title: McCroskey acreage in T16N, R43E and 3 lots in Colfax 

 

OTHERS: Perkins House  Phil Hector - Perkins family china 

    Chatters Print Museum Bob Shilling - printing manuals and materials 



Organizations/Businesses: 
    
Athenaeum Club – Colfax   
JW Associates, PLLC - Colfax  
Kirkpatrick, Utgaard & Perry PS – Colfax 
Lamont Bank of St. John   
McGregor Company – Endicott  
McGregor Company – Garfield  
McGregor Company – Lacrosse  
McGregor Company – Oakesdale  
McGregor Company – Pullman  
McGregor Company – Rosalia  
McGregor Company – Thornton  
McGregor Company – Uniontown  
US Bank – Colfax    
Women’s Club of St. John 
 
Individuals: 
Barstow, Ben and Janet 
Blank, Mrs. J. F. 
Burg, Marilyn 
Chamberlain, Suzie 
Clark, Mrs. Asa 
Collins, Mary 
Collins-Warner, Nancy 
Dailey, Celesta Bennett 
Davis, Jr., James 
Deen, Don and Esther 
Downen, Bob and Connie 
Draper, Evelyn 
Druffel, Carol 
Emerson, Richard 

Ensley, Bennett 
Fitzgerald, James 
French, Dr. H. Graeme 
Gage, Rosemary 
Garretson, Edwin, Jr. 
Gingrich, Edna 
Hazeltine, N. C. 
Hickman, Elaine 
Hickman, Larry 
Hickman, Loren 
Hill Margaret 
Hockspring, Bruce 
Horton, Lena 
Johnson, Ellen 
Johnson, Barbara 
Johnson, Wilbert, Jr. 
Jones, Larry 
Kammerzell, Tom and Cheryl 
Kennell, Kristin 
Kundert, E. C. 
Largent, J. Phillip 
Lasley, Hazel 
Leinweber, Georgie 
Luedeking, Leila 
Matsen, Suzanne 
McGregor, Alex 
Meyer, Douglas and Kathryn 
Meyer, Eric and Heather 
Miller, Eugene 
Moore, James 
Mueller, Cindy 
Mueller, Evan 

Mueller, Elliott 
Mueller, Mark 
Myers, Nancy 
Neill, Howard 
Nelson, Claudia 
Nervig, Richard 
Nunemaker, John and Carolyn 
Prince, Patricia 
Repp, Jean 
Riedel, Gwenlee 
Roberts, Mike 
Root, Matthew 
Rossebo, Roger 
Schlomer, Dorothy 
Schlomer, Dr. Gregory 
Schlomer, John 
Sherman, Curt 
Snow, Marian 
Spalding, Dolph 
Steiger, Craig 
Steiger, Duane and Tarri 
Steiger, Ann 
Stewart, Jan 
Stoltz, Catherine 
Tedesco, Joanne 
Tollett, Mrs. Clifford 
Voge, Patricia 
Vogel, Sally 
Warner, Lorinda 
Zitzman, Bonney 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

The category of Life Member was instituted when WCHS began. Life members pay a one-time donation of $500 (or more) and they are 

rewarded with continual access to all membership benefits. Thank you from the Board of Directors to the following Life Members. We 

appreciate your commitment. 

Bailey, Ted and Norma 

Barner, Don and Marlene 

Bashaw, Midge 

Blake, Joe and Rose 

Buehler, Marcia 

Caraher, Pat and Laurie 

Dahmen, Wally and Jeanne 

Dupea, Robert and Diane 

Erwin Families 

Ford, Gary and Maryann 

Garretson, Ed 

Gehring & Associates 

Gormsen, Susan Hardy 

Greene, Sally 

Greene, Tom and Wilma 

Hackbarth, Linda 

Hindman, Joe and Sharon 

Keiler, Don and Nancy 

Kimball, Howard and Marvel 

McMurray, Ken and Judy 

Mink, Leland and Mary 

Oldenburg, Charles and Gwen 

Pierce, Kathy 

Robbins, Charles and Barbara 

Roberts, Greg and Susan 

Scharnhorst, Loette 

Silflow, John and Selina 

Silflow, Michael 

Silflow, Richard 

Staley, John 

Staley, Trust for B & J 

Zoll, Carolyn 

IN MEMORIUM 

The following sent donations to WCHS in memory of Jack Benscoter who passed away July 1, 2017: 

 



The Barron Flour Mill 

Of some nineteen flourmills that once flourished in Whitman County, only the Barron Flour Mill in Oakes-

dale remains intact today. Built in 1890 by J. G. Porter, it was then purchased by Harvey Gray, who sold it in 

1907 to Joseph C. Barron Sr. (1866-1955) of Asotin, Washington, for $11,500. He was a second-generation 

miller from Pennsylvania, where he grew up working in his father’s mill. He promptly changed its name from 

Gray & Gray to the Barron Flour Mill, and it remained in the hands of the Barron family for the next 91 years.  

During the mill’s heyday in the first third of the 

twentieth century, the Barrons milled and sold a 

variety of grain flours and animal feeds, serving 

both farmers and consumers. As American life 

modernized, however, the business suffered. The 

mill could no longer compete with larger flourmills 

in Spokane and elsewhere, and people preferred to 

buy flour and cereal from the grocery store instead 

of directly from a mill. The Barrons managed to 

keep their mill running by becoming pioneers in 

the whole-wheat industry (their trademark “Nutri-

grain” was purchased by Kellogg’s in 1980). They also sold coal and stored wheat—at one point two million 

bushels of wheat per year were shipped by rail from the mill. Nevertheless, in 1960 Joseph Barron Jr. (1909-

2000) reluctantly had to shut its doors. It has not been operated commercially since. 

The four-story mill is located along McCoy Creek, at First and Jackson Streets in Oakesdale, Washington, on 

State Highway 271. The building, which is made of rough sawed timber, originally consisted of three semi-

attached buildings: the mill, the steam plant, and the warehouse. The steam plant was necessary because the 

nearby creek lacked a strong enough flow to power the mill year round. Waste products from area lumber 

mills were used to generate the steam. A crib elevator was added in 1898, and the steam plant was turned into 

living quarters for the Barron family after the mill was converted to electricity in 1907. (For further infor-

mation about the mill and the Barron family, see Nickolas J. Manring, “The J. C.  Barron Flour Mills,” 

Bunchgrass Historian 5.3 (Fall 1977), 14-21. 

Mary Jane Butters, owner of Paradise Farm Organics, 

purchased the Barron Flour Mill in 1998. She retained 

its name and has been working to preserve it ever since. 

The mill was placed on the National Register of Histor-

ic Places in 1978. 

 

If you know of an interesting building built before 1900 

that you would like to see featured in “Worth a Look,” 

please contact Kathy Meyer at klemeyer@gmail.com or 

509-334-9089. 

Barron Flour Mill after 1907 

Today’s view of the historic flour mill in Oakesdale. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Be a part of the exciting future of Whitman County and share a part 

of its history with a friend or relative by giving a gift membership or 

by joining yourself. 

     Individual Membership  $20.00 

     Family Membership  $40.00  

     Sustaining Membership   $75.00 

     Patron   $100.00 or more 

     Business Membership  $50.00 or more 

     Life Membership  $500.00 or more 

YES, My additional donation to preserve our history is: 

  $25.00           $50.00 $100.00          other $__________ 

To support: 

     Perkins House 

     Printing Museum 

     Archives 

     Holy Trinity Chapel 

     Lost Apple Project 

     Where most needed 

  TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $__________ 

 

 

 

 

Name __________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________ 

City _________________________ State ____Zip______ 

Email __________________________________________ 

Whitman 

County 

Historical 

Society 

Send to: 

Membership Chair 

Whitman County Historical Society 

PO Box 67 

Colfax, WA 99111 


