
Whitman County Historical Society Board 

July 21, 2021 Roy Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum 

Board members present: Linda Hackbarth, Pat Flansburg, Mark Clinton, Krista Boyd, Val Gregory, Greg 

Partch, Janet Barstow, Theresa Dale, Jon Anderson (via phone) 

Consent agenda approved. 

 Comments from Jon Anderson: there is approximately $8,700 available for Phase 2 of the 

Perkins House Project. This phase will likely be postponed until next year.  Interest rates for the Capital 

One Money Market Account have dropped to 0.1%. Funds received for the St. Ignatius Hospital have 

been disbursed. 

Board approved going back to monthly meetings rather than skipping August and December. The 

December meeting will likely be via ZOOM. 

Directors Report:  

Val reported that Kathy Meyer has agreed to manage the Jones Schoolhouse during the fair one 

more year. So far Colfax and Pullman 3rd grades have indicated they will partake in activities. The Depot 

Heritage Center will prepare a display for the Schoolhouse . It has not been decided if WCHS will occupy 

the Blacksmith Shop this year. Dave Appel has prepared a binder of information about the items located 

in the Shop and it is hoped to prepare signs to display on the equipment in the near future. 

The fiscal sponsorship agreement with St. Ignatius has been completed. So far approximately 

$170,000 has been received through direct donations, and an additional $15,000 has come through 

crowd-funding managed by the St. Ignatius committee.  

The fiscal sponsorship agreement with both the Lost Apple Project and St. Ignatius provides for 

1% of all their donations that are sent through the WCHS, to be given to WCHS which can be used to pay 

part of Val’s salary for her administrative work. Val’s current contract expires Dec. 31, 2021. 

Much work has been done already at the former hospital, including electricity on each floor, 

wifi, security cameras, shoring up floors and some roofing. Haunted tours have also begun. 

Annual Meeting:  Krista proposed ideas for the annual meeting, which is scheduled for Oct. 3 at the 

Center.  

Pullman Depot Heritage Center:  

Linda reported on the upcoming Depot Days. Aug. 20 from 7 to 8:30 pm will be Letter Jacket 

Extravaganza, in celebration of Ken Vogel who fitted many Whitman County students with their letter 

jackets. It is hoped many will be worn to the tribute. On Aug. 21 from 10 to 2 p.m. will be Ken Vogel Day, 

featuring chocolates, tours of the Depot, and exhibits of Ken Vogel’s Northern Pacific memorabilia that 



was recently donated to the Depot.  WCHS will pay for informative postcards to be mailed out 

advertising the event. 

Grant Application Policy: 

 Policy was adopted to require any WCHS entity or project to first receive approval from Val 

before applying for grants, so there isn’t more than one entity applying for the same grant.  

Museum:  

Approval was granted for replacing two of the front windows, of which the seals have broken. 

Archives:  

 With regret, the board accepted the resignation of Ed Garretson as Archives Director. Ed has 

served in that position for many years, and will continue his role as Bunchgrass Editor. The Society is 

very fortunate to have Alex Otero stepping into his new role as Archives Director. 

Executive Board: the board met last week to discuss how to improve communications with the Depot 

Heritage Center committee, and will meet with the Depot committee July 22. 

 

  

 

 

 


