
Whitman County Historical Society                                                                                                                    

Board Meeting Notes                                                                                                                                                        

May 15, 2019 

Attendees: Greg Partch, Mark Clinton, Linda Hackbarth, Jeff Pietila, Janet Barstow, 

Executive Director Val Greggory, Kathy Meyer, Ed Garretson, Debbie Sherman 

Board Absent: Jon Anderson, Theresa Dale, Pat Flansburg, Krista Boyd, Greg Druffel, Carrie Lipe 

 

Greg called the meeting to order at 7:14pm.  There was no quorum present. 

Greg addressed the Theresa Dale email.  He did not realize it only went to 5 board members.  Greg 

forwarded the email to Ed and Kathy. 

Treasurers Report and last months Minutes were presented but cannot be voted on.  We will vote on 

them at our June board meeting. 

It was stated that Greg Druffel is going off of the board.  He plans to move to Boise to be closer to his 

Daughter. No date has been set for his move. 

Val marked 1 year as WCHS Executive Director last month.  She had her first evaluation on May 7th.  Her 

biggest concern is that she has been pulled in many directions.  She has put in many hours off the books 

on weekends.  We need to review her job description. 

We have 7 of the 8, 5 year commitments needed to fund the Director Position.  Ed and Greg will talk to 

Alex McGregor.  He was open to possibly commit another 5 year $5,000. Commitment with the 

McGregor Family.  He has already committed one from the Company. 

Committee reports need to be reformatted and consolidated together and put with the minutes for 

future reference. 

The Whitman County Historical Society took on a sizeable loan to purchase the Depot in March of 2018.  

It was in the form of a $200,000 bank loan and a $100,000 from an anonymous donor.  The Depot held a 

big celebration to announce the payoff of the Bank Mortgage.  There were 25 plus people present.  

There was reference to an article in the Moscow Pullman Daily News.  The Depot has a goal of $3 million 

dollars to restore the 102 year old building. So far $300,000 is pledged. 

Alex McGregor was nominated by the Whitman County Historical Society for the Robert Gray Award.  

This is awarded by the Washington State Historical Society. The nomination was written by Dick 

Scheirman.  He is a past recipient of the Award.  Val wrote the application.  We should know by the Ice 

Cream Social. 

Greg stated that the Historical Society needs a legal advisor.  We has Lawrence Hickman on the Board 

when the Society formed.   The last several years we have used Stephen Bishop when we had legal 

questions.  Greg stated that he has approached Stephen Bishops son in law Eric Hanson to act as out 

legal advisor.  He has agreed to do it free/pro bono. 



The Ice Cream Social will be June 23rd.  It was moved up by one week.  Nancy Rothwell has it very 

organized. 

Old Business:  Last month Bob Lothspeich, Tom Kammerzell and Ryan Hamilton presented a great report 

to us.  Their used to be money deposited in the endowment fund of at least $5,000 a year.  Ed stated 

that the reason is that lifetime memberships of $500 should go into the endowment fund not the 

general account.  We will fix this in the future, so the endowment continues to grow.  Val stated that we 

have had several lifetime memberships, one just last week. 

Debbie Sherman asked if we have a procedures manual.  Val stated that the Perkins house has one but 

not the Historical Society as a whole. 

New Business: Linda passed out a copy of the proposed lease for the Taco Truck at the Depot Lot.  

Taqueria los Torres.  Kathy Meyer will run it by our Insurance Carrier HUB and Greg will take it to Eric 

Hanson.  It is a 5 month lease to complete our fiscal year.  Currently there is not one on file.  They found 

out he as keys to the Depot to let customers into the bathroom. There has been many issues.  The 

Health Department shut him down for two weeks.  The lease will run June 1-October 31. 

The Depot group met with Bob Westby of the Washington State DOT on Monday May 13th.  A 

discontinuance of service was discussed.  He thinks we can be granted the rail line from street to street.  

Leasing the property may be an option. The price is negotiable.  Could be as little a $1 a year.  It has to 

go through the State Legislature. 

Linda went over the proposed business plan for the Depot.  It was put together by Linda and Kathleen 

Ryan. 

Kathy Meyer and Kathleen Ryan are restarting the Centennial Farm Project.  The list was compiled in 

1989 and 2014.  They will be calling it Heritage Farms. 

The next meeting will be at the Pullman Depot on June 19th. 

Greg Adjourned the meeting at 8:35pm 

 

 

 


