
LATEST NEWS – LOST APPLE PROJECT 

The Whitman County Historical Society agreed to be the administrator of funds received by David Benscoter, 
Chattaroy, Washington, from an anonymous donor to further his research into Heritage or “Lost” Apples of the 
Palouse. 

History buffs may not know that the Palouse was a hotbed of apple production 100 years ago. Whitman Coun-
ty had nearly 240,000 apple trees by 1914, claimed writer John Fahey. Benscoter discovered a catalog of the 
Hanford Nursery in Oakesdale advertising 64 varieties of apples and a flyer from a nursery in Colfax offering 
46 apple varieties for sale. Many of these species of apples are now considered ex-
tinct, but Benscoter hopes that trees can still be located as they can live more than 75 
years. 

Benscoter, a retired FBI and IRS Criminal Division agent, has ties to Pullman, having 
graduated from Pullman High and WSU. He became interested in apples after a Chat-
taroy neighbor asked for help with the old trees on her property. Since then David has 
been on the lookout for apple varieties that have become extinct. His investigative 
nature led him to search for the origin of these heirloom trees throughout the Palouse. 
After reading Colfax Gazette issues from 1900 to 1910, he learned over 110 varieties 
of apples were entered in Whitman County Fairs. These news articles listed the win-
ning apples and the people who entered them. Benscoter began to search land records, 
looking for where they lived. He has met with current land owners who pointed out 
old trees. He also discovered information about growers as George Ruedy, Theophi-
lus Smith, William Henderson, Floyd Huffman, and Charles Hornby, who operated 
nurseries/farms in the county. (See Colfax Gazette 1885 ad on right) Benscoter has 
inspected and collected apples that might be extinct and is working to identify them.  

One of his recent forays took him to the lower slopes of Steptoe Butte, on the former homestead of Robert E. 
Burns. Burns and his wife Mecie began farming in 1888. It was on this land that the couple farmed, raised their 
family, and planted a huge orchard of fruit trees. James “Cashup” Davis’s family also planted an orchard on 
Steptoe Butte.  Hardly eight miles from Steptoe was the large orchards planted by Edwin Hanford near Oaks-
dale. In 1900, the orchards included approximately 50 varieties of prunes, 60 varieties of pears, 4 varieties of 
cane fruits, 3 species of nut trees, and 145 varieties of apples. Benscoter sent one of these lost apples, called 
“Walbridge,” to experts for a vetting process. He wants to eventually map all identified heritage apples by GPS 
and is working with WSU researchers to propagate lost apple varieties. Hopefully apples like “Nero” and “Fall 
Jeneting” and “Palouse” will soon be available. 

A committee has been established to assist Benscoter with his Lost Apple Project. Information about his work 
can be found on the WCHS website (whitmancountyhistoricalsociety.org). Go to “Projects” and follow the link 
to the Lost Apple Project.  

If anyone knows the location of any heritage apple trees, contact David at dbens23@gmail.com.  
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Letter from WCHS President 

Greg Partch 

Dear Members, 

On behalf of your WCHS Board we want 
to wish a happy and healthy New Year to 
you and your family and I’d like to give 
you an update as to the status of your his-
torical society as well. 

After many years of excellent leadership, 
Dave Appel decided to turn over the 
reigns as president, leaving his position 
September 2015. We all owe him many thanks for his efforts to help 
bring WCHS to where it is today. Cheryl Kammerzell resigned as 
treasurer after ten years of service, leaving a void that was hard to 
fill. We are grateful to her for an outstanding job. 

Coming on board as the new treasurer is Jon Anderson, a retired CPA 
from Pullman. Also Linda Hackbarth, a long-time Pullman teacher, 
has volunteered to lend guidance toward expanding WCHS visibility 
in the world of technology and media outreach, including the web 
site, newsletter, and other online possibilities. 

If you haven’t been to the Perkins House lately, you may not have 
met Theresa Dale, Perkins House director, and Colfax’s Unified Exec-
utive Director, Val Gregory. They represent a partnership established 
between the City of Colfax and WCHS, opening a cooperative ven-
ture that benefits all and allows the house  to have expanded  hours. 
They are assisted by Frank White who does an excellent job as 
grounds manager, as well as assisting Theresa with displays and re-
search. 

Pleased stayed tuned and use our web site 
( www.whitmancountyhistoricalsociety.org ) to see the latest. I will 
continue to share more about the people, places and events in fu-
ture newsletters. 

   Sincerely, 

      Greg 

WCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

2014-2017 
Janet Barstow, Palouse 
 barstow@palouse.com 
Pat Flansburg, Palouse  

pflans@gmail.com 
Ed Garretson, Uniontown 
 epg@wsu.edu 
Greg Partch, Garfield
 gpartch@completebbs.com 
 

2015-2018 
Theresa Dale, St. John 
 perkinscoordinator@gmail.com 
Greg Druffel, Colton 
 gregory@inlandnet.com 
Dan Leonard, Colton 
 drleonard44@gmail.com 
Mahlon Kriebel, Garfield 
 syntos@pullman.com 
 

2016-2019 
Jon Anderson, Pullman 
 jpa.cpa@pullman.com 
Mark Clinton, Colfax 
 colfaxclintons@gmail.com 
Kathy Meyer, Pullman 
 klmeyer@gmail.com 

 

Shout Out from PRESIDENT – Greg Partch 
 
In order to transition into the digital age, I am asking our 

members to submit their email addresses. While we will 

continue to mail copies of the Bunchgrass Historian, we 

hope to be sending the Newsletter to many of you electron-

ically. This will allow the society to save money and possi-

bly grow our membership. If this method of delivery will 

satisfy you, please make this a 2017 “top priority.” 

IMPORTANT 

      Send your email address to: 

      lindahackbarth39@gmail.com 
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IN MEMORIUM — KEN VOGEL 

The term “favorite son” might well be attached to Ken Vogel, who recently passed 

away at his home in Winlock, Washington. Ken was a prominent fixture in Pull-

man and a devoted WCHS Treasurer. Known for his love of everything railroad, 

chocolate and Cougar, Ken was a long-time businessman, first at the Empire De-

partment Store and later at his own Ken Vogel Clothing on Main Street. 

Vogel assumed a WCHS Board position in1996, becoming the Treasurer in 1997. 

He served in that position until May 2008, when he and his wife Sally decided to 

resettle into their “perfect” railroad depot home in Winlock. Besides keeping the 

organization on solid fiscal footing, Board members are still amazed at his ability 

to solicit new membership or convince old ones to renew. Thanks to Ken there are 

now 528 active members. 

Both casual shoppers and staunch friends remember Ken as a bright and caring man. His store attracted hun-

dreds of area youth when selecting lettermen jackets and tuxedoes. Some locals stopped by just for the good 

conversation and a few M&Ms. Today people bemoan the loss of a quality clothing store in downtown Pull-

man. 

A Note from the Board: 
Last October we lost a long-time member and supporter of the WCHS. Ken Vogel passed suddenly at the age of 71. His 
wife Sally asked that "in lieu of flowers" that memorials be directed to the WCHS. Since that time we have received 
over $5,000 in memorials. What an amazing friend and fellow board member he was. He will be missed by so many. 
Thanks Ken, for being such an important partner in preserving Whitman County History.  
 

“Thank you for the unbelievable support and donations to WCHS in Ken's memory. Preservation of local history was 
one of Ken's life-long interests and joys. Ken would be so pleased and honored. A heartfelt thank you to all of you.”      
      Sally 

Armstrong, Joel and Kalin 

Barner, Don and Marlene 

Bashaw, Midge 

Bates, Bob and Barb 

Carahar, P.J. and Laurie 

Case, Eric and Melanie 

Chipman, Carol 

Collins-Warner, Nancy and Chris Warner 

Downen, Robert and Connie 

Finch, Jerry and Donna 

Garretson, Ed, Jr. 

Grimes, Arlene 

Halverson, Patricia 

Hardy-Gormsen, Susan 

Hayden, Carroll and Janice 

Hensen, Gerald and Kathleen 

Hillard, John and JoAnn 

Hilliard, David and Donna 

Hilliard, Jack and Betty Jo 

Hindman, Joseph and Sharon 

Horne, Robert and Marilyn 

Hudak, Vincent and Uta 

Inland Empire Railroad Assoc. 

Jess Ford  

Johnson, James 

Kallaher, Mike and Donalyn 

Kelly, Shannon 

Kinkaid Real Estate LLC 

Kummer, Jeff and Cherie 

Marsh, Tim 

Martin, Bill and Vicki 

McMackin, Donna 

Muehlbauer, Fred and Linda 

Myett, Don and Teresa 

Nelson, Steve and Carol 

Olson, Arvid 

Paul, Bill and Rachel 

Peters, Monica 

Pettit, Fran 

Ristuben, Arlen and Charleen 

Ryan, Patricia 

Schlee, Randy and Cindy 

Skavdahl, Bill and Susan 

Tate, Wayne and Carol 

Thompson, Rich and Helen 

Wachter, Ron and Barb 

Warner, Mike and Vivian 

If others would like to donate 

in Ken’s name, send check to 

WCHS, P.O. Box 67, Colfax, 

WA 99111. 

Plaque sent to Sally Vogel 
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PAST PERFECT ADMINISTRATOR NEEDED 

The Archive at Gladish Community Center, Pullman, is looking for a volunteer to assist the society by 

administering and overseeing the archival software titled PastPerfect. This person should have some 

computer skills and be familiar with PastPerfect, or be willing to learn how to operate this software. 

Although WCHS has been utilizing PastPerfect for a few years, the full potential is unrealized at this 

point. Hopefully the right person can be of tremendous influence to guide the Archive toward its full 

potential. If interested contact Ed Garretson at epgjr@wsu.edu or stop by on a Wednesday morning. 

UPDATE FROM THE ARCHIVE 
 

The Archive is full of exciting collections reflective of the diverse nature of the county’s 
history. Of special interest to Pullman residents might be an index to the businesses in 
Pullman between 1881 and 1993. Esther Pond Smith, a long-time WSU home economist, 
was an active member of WCHS until her passing.  She spent endless hours looking at 
newspapers and other resources attempting to catalog every business and many individ-
uals associated to businesses in Pullman. She made a handwritten list, by alphabet and 
10-year period, on notebook paper and placed these pages into binders. 
 

Over the years pages have become torn from use, so an effort has been made to preserve her work and make it availa-
ble to online users. You can view the Esther Pond Smith Business Index by going to the WCHS web site, clicking on 
“Archive,” and then scrolling down to the alphabetical listing. HAVE FUN finding when some businesses you recall were 
in existence. 

Another Successful Fair for the Jones Schoolhouse  

More visitors than ever visited the Jones Schoolhouse during the 2016 Palouse Empire Fair, according to WCHS volun-
teer teachers/docents, Dan Leonard of Johnson and Kathy Meyer of Pullman. The two interacted with approximately 
850 people over the three days the schoolhouse was open to fair-goers. WCHS has staffed the schoolhouse during the 
fair for the last five years. 

On Friday, September 9, activities at the schoolhouse were primarily devoted to third-graders from around the county 
who come to the fair for a day each year. Dressed in period costume, Leonard and Meyer taught “mini-lessons” in Sci-
ence, Arithmetic, Penmanship, and Geography to classes whose teachers had signed up in advance.  The lessons—as 
well as the rules for behavior—harkened back to 1895, the first year the Jones School was in operation (in nearby 
Dusty). Students sat at old-fashioned wooden desks, used slates, stood to ask or answer questions, and were placed in 
the corner (sometimes wearing a dunce hat) if they misbehaved. 

On Thursday and Saturday, the schoolhouse was open to all fair-goers. Visitors could experience what it was like to 
take lessons similar to those taught to third-graders during the Friday sessions; and they could view exhibits of 100-
year-old schoolbooks, photographs of old schools in Whitman county, and area and national historic maps. Many 
shared stories and photos, and several lent or donated school-related items to WCHS. Special thanks to Jack Ensley of 
Colfax, who donated a 100-year-old, library-style unabridged dictionary to the schoolhouse book collection, and to an 
anonymous donor who purchased 50 reproduction period-style slates. 

Leonard and Meyer agree that teaching students and interacting with fair-goers is fun, interesting, and rewarding—
both say they love meeting new people and learning new things at each fair. Next year they intend to expand activi-
ties:  they plan to be open on Sunday and they are hoping to put on an old-fashioned spelling bee. 

As activities and visitors to the school increase each year, so does the amount of work, so WCHS is looking for addi-
tional volunteers. If you have a little teaching and/or acting experience and want to help, or if you have ever put on 
a spelling bee, please contact Leonard or Meyer at 509-334-9089, 509-332-8211, klemeyer@gmail.com, or 
drleonard44@gmail.com. 
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Update from the Roy Chatter’s Newspaper and Print Museum 

One of the ways Director Janet Barstow continues to promote the facilities of the 
museum is by sponsoring classes using the vintage printing equipment which dates 
back to the late 1800s.  A five-session letterpress printing class is currently being 
taught by Tony Sittner. Tony, a Saturday volunteer at the museum, also has his own 
letterpress printing studio in Lewiston. He shares his love of letterpress printing, cou-
pled with 45 years experience in commercial and graphics production, with students 

on a regular basis at both locations. Contact him 
at tonysittner@yahoo.com to get more infor-
mation about his regularly scheduled classes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Clip or Copy 

Tony Sittner assists Monique Harby in 
readying her project to print  

Katelin Thomas carefully  

hand-sets type   

MEMBERSHIP 

Be a part of the exciting future of Whitman County and 

share a part of its history with a friend or relative by 

giving a gift membership or by joining yourself. 

CIRCLE:        NEW   RENEWAL      GIFT 

Individual Membership $20.00 

Family Membership  $40.00 

Sustaining Membership $75.00 

Patron    $100.00 or more 

Business Membership  $50.00 or more 

Life Membership  $500.00 or more 

 

Send check to:  Membership Chairman 

    Whitman County Historical Society 

    P. O. Box 67 

    Colfax, WA  99111 

We will send a notice to the recipient of any gift mem-

bership. 

 

REMEMBER - The date on your address label is 

the last time you paid your dues. Are they overdue? 

I’d like to make an additional donation to 

preserve our history. 

$25 $50 $100 other $_______ 

 

TO SUPPORT: (check) 

____ Perkins House 

____ Newspaper & Print Museum 

____ Holy Trinity Chapel 

____ Archives 

____ where it is needed most 

 

Name _________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________ 

 

City __________________________________ 

 

State ______ Zip ____________ 

 

Email _________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed $_______________ 

5 

mailto:tonysittner@yahoo.com


Whitman County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 67 

Colfax, WA  99111 

Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 100 

Colfax, WA 

SEND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO: 

lindahackbarth39@gmail.com 

RECENT REQUESTS — Can you help? Contact Greg Partch 

12/27/16 Mike Despot is interested in learning more about the interesting 
Ford grain elevator two miles south of Pullman 

1/18/17 Barbara Scranton, Tekoa is interested in stories of "interaction be-
tween early settlers and local Indians". 
 
1/27/17 Carly Scott, U of I magazine reporter, is interested in "talking with 
local people about old barns on the Palouse". 
 
1/26/17 Wade Iseminger, raised near Colton and now teaching in Westport, 
is seeking information on The Bishop School near Wawawai, the Howard 
Nygreen ranch near Colton and Yakawawa Canyon. 

ATTENTION AFFILIATE MEMBERS 
 

If your organization has information to share, we will help get the word out in our quarterly newsletters and 

web site. If you are not an affiliate member and have a local historical connection we would invite you  

to become one. Just contact Linda at lindahackbarth39@gmail.com.  

mailto:lindahackbarth39@gmail.com

