
DEPOT REPORT FOR March 2021 – from Linda Hackbarth 
 

● Our new 7-person Restoration Committee toured the building and met again with 
architect, Ned Warnick. It looks like the depot might have had an internal gutter system, 
according to the original plans. Max Kirk, construction management expert, is looking 
into the possibilities and doing research on possible alternatives as we consider roofing 
materials and design. We plan to meet with another potential preservation contractor, 
Verdis Construction, Coeur d’Alene, to explore their interest and capabilities to help us. 
We have already met with Authentic Restoration, Spokane, and they are high on our list. 

● We are in the process of setting up a new code for the front door as there have been some 
strange gatherings in the main lobby – no damage, just garbage left. 

● A judgement has been issued regarding the graffiti placed on the passenger car last fall. 
Teenagers are paying some restitution as part of their court settlement. 

● After meeting with Joe Poire a few times, Ken Casavant, Debbie Sherman, and Kathy 
Meyer have prepared a presentation to give to the Whitman County Port Commissioners. 
We are seeking $50,000 from their discretionary spending, which may or may not be 
possible, but worth a shot. 

● A final report was sent to the National Society of Colonial Dames of America explaining 
how we used their $5,000 grant to pay Palouse Masonry (Chris Sapp) to make some 
immediately needed repairs to the brick. 

● Our cash raised from donations now exceeds $578,000 ($307,000 going to pay off the 
purchase), so we feel in good shape to proceed with summer restoration plans. We have 
enough cash on hand for our match toward the Heritage Capital Grant.  

 
Trinity Chapel 
I looked at the church the other day and the chimney looks really loose.  I will get someone to 
check the stability and go from there. -Pat 
 
 
 

WCHS Board Report:  Perkins House   

Perkins House reopened for tours March 6th. 

Capital Projects - Foundation Repair work has been happening and the major concrete work inside has 
been completed.  The leveling process will begin soon and then Phase One will be complete.  Phase Two 
which is the exterior work of 2 drain fields and brick/mortar repair will begin later, weather dependent. A 
second carpenter contractor is in the process of repairing our damaged cabin back door from our break in 
last fall. 

Yard Improvements –The garden upgrading work with Alex McGregor and family continues. The small 
Rose garden in honor of his mother will have a new metal trellis installed soon and new roses will be 
planted.  The McGregor family has chosen replacement roses to be planted in the space this spring. This 
summer, we will plan a “rededication” event to celebrate. 

Ice Cream Social/Railroad Days:  The Ice Cream Social has been cancelled for this year. However, we 
continue with our tentative plans for an “outdoors only” event:  RAILROAD DAYS AT PERKINS 
HOUSE – June 20th.   Our local RR speeders group hopes to provide speeder rides as our fundraiser 



(depends again on COVID status). A final determination will be made by end of March whether this event 
can go ahead or must be cancelled.  

Window Display on Main Street: We have provided period dress/mannequin and a few antiques for a 
window display in the former Gazette building. This will advertise tours at Perkins House. Kim Nugym, 
building owner, is planning to unveil the window this week. (She has three windows and has allowed us 
use of one.) 

History Club at Colfax High: Nancy is working with this club to bring more digital presence to Perkins 
House.  Plans are being made for a “Tidbits from Perkins House Museum” video taping for possible use 
on the WCHS website and YouTube. 

New Volunteer: We have a new volunteer, Erica.  She works full time, so her role will be limited but we 
welcome her.  

  

 Submitted by Nancy Rothwell 

 


