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WCHS ACCEPTS “CASHUP” DAVIS DONATION 

Gordon W. Davis, great grandson of James S. “Cashup” Davis, has donated the telescope Cashup was known to 
have used at his hotel on top of Steptoe Butte to the Whitman County Historical Society. The three-story hotel 
built in 1888 was a county landmark. According to writer Randall A. Johnson (of Cougar logo fame), “The hotel 
was the talk of the territory and everyone who could manage the trip went to see it. Fine overnight accommo-
dations, good food, and entertainment were available. The view alone, and a chance to see Walla Walla 
through the magnificent telescope, was worth the trip.” 
 
Now the history of Cashup, his life, and his hotel is again coming to light. Jeff Burnside, a Seattle-based journal-
ist and documentarian, along with Gordon Davis and great-great grandson James Martin, invited the public to 
meet at Perkins House last November to discuss Cashup Davis history. Several WCHS members attended. That 
gathering began a chain of events, one of which is the donation of the telescope by Gordon, who lives in Texas but raised locally 
and a graduate of WSU. WCHS will assume responsibility for the telescope and develop a plan for its use. Once a new display case 

is constructed by Steptoe resident Roger Hall, it will be on display at the Colfax Library. 
 
Many locals are familiar with the life of Cashup Davis, who settled at Cottonwood Springs near the 
base of Steptoe Butte in 1875 when his wife Mary Ann insisted it was an ideal location to live. He 
purchased 1600 acres of railroad property and established a popular stagecoach stop along the 
trail from Spokane Falls to Walla Walla. The couple added a home for themselves plus a ten-room 
house with a general store on the first floor and boarding rooms and a recreation hall upstairs. It 
is written that Davis had a flair for business, was a great host with an outgoing personality, and 
always paid his own bills in cash, expecting guests to do the same – thus his now famous nick-
name appeared. Folks came from all over to dances 
in the rec hall.  
 

Karl P. Allen, publisher of the Pullman Herald, wrote in 1919, “Both the young and 
the old of the entire countryside, from Colfax to Spokane Falls, flocked to the dance 
hall to step the minuet, the polka, the quadrille and the waltz to the music furnished 
by Cashup's orchestra, known as the best in the new country, and composed of Cy 
and Andy Privett of Colfax.” The stagecoach business diminished once the railroad 
arrived, so Davis proceeded to build a grand hotel at the top of nearby Steptoe Butte 
and constructed a dirt road to reach it. The hotel included all conveniences of the 
day: bedrooms, kitchen, dining hall, reading room, auditorium, and observatory 
where the telescope was placed. However the heyday of the hotel was short-lived – 

maybe only three or four years. Mary Ann died in 1894, Cashup two years later. The 
hotel was abandoned. A fire destroyed it in 1911 and the road became impassable.  
 
Burnside has continued to research Davis’s history with help from Gordon and Jim 
Martin, whose father, George Marin, Sr., once possessed the telescope. Burnside, an 
investigative reporter with a flare for producing award-winning documentaries, is in 
the process of writing a book and producing a movie about Cashup. Working with 
Little Fish Productions in Spokane he has spent time filming Palouse scenes, interview-
ing people, and gathering facts to expand and personalize the story. For a short trailer 
on the upcoming documentary see a clip of Gordon Davis at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch 
v=mU7qzFY5qQw&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0TDTG_AqPp_fSYtOa-
YgQ5coOk7L6xR72rh-cE24-CAL-0it__6w2rQRM  
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Lost Apple News August 2020 
 

Lost Apple Project director David Benscoter, along with John Bunker from the Maine Heritage Orchard, kicked off a se-
ries of webinars sponsored by the University of Idaho. The August 19th talk, focused on “sleuthing” for lost apples, was 
the first of eight discussions scheduled between now and March 2021. They are free to the public. The Heritage Orchard 
Conference was established in 2019 with an in-person conference held at the University of Idaho’s Sandpoint Organic 
Agriculture Center. The conference attracted a diverse group of heritage tree fruit enthusiasts for a day of presentations 
ranging from heritage fruit exploration to apple identification. 
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s conference has gone to an online format. Each presentation will be 
recorded and available to view. You can register to take part in any or all sessions by contacting: https://
www.uidaho.edu/…/sandpoint-organic-agric…/conference 
 
Sept. 16 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Heritage Apple Identification Using Genetic Fingerprinting Methods 
Speaker: Dr. Gayle Volk of USDA-ARS Fort Collins—Moderator: Dr. Cameron Peace of Washington State University 

Oct. 21 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Apple Identification with DNA: Identity and Pedigree Revelations using New Tools 
Speaker: Dr. Cameron Peace of Washington State University—Moderator: John Bunker of Maine Heritage Orchard 

Nov. 11 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Apples and Their Uses – Past and Present 
Panel Discussion: Steve Miller of University of Wyoming and Katrina Mendrey of Montana State University 
Moderator: Katrina Mendrey of Montana State University 

Dec. 16 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Researching the History and People Behind the Apples 
Speaker: Dan Bussey, author of The Illustrated History of Apples in the United States and Canada—Moderator: Dave Benscoter of 
The Lost Apple Project 

Jan. 20 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Community Led Efforts to Conserve Orchard and Fruit of the West 
Panel Discussion: Jude Schuenemeyer of Montezuma Orchard Project—Moderator: Katrina Mendrey of Montana State University 
 
Feb. 17 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Restoration Pruning 
Speaker: Casimir Holeski of Boundary County Orchard Restoration Project 
Moderator: Richard Uhlmann of The Lost Apple Project 
 
March 17 — 10-11:30 a.m. PST 
Intro to Grafting: Bridging, Bud, and Whip and Tongue 
Panel Discussion: Lori Thompson of North Cascades National Park, Dr. Steve Miller of University of Wyoming and Katrina Mendrey 
of Montana State University 
Moderator: Katrina Mendrey of Montana State University 

VOLUNTEER WANTED 

WCHS is looking for an enthusiastic and positive “PR person” willing to contact individuals whose membership 
has lapsed. We need someone to assist our membership chair Sally Burkhart in following up with those who have 
not responded to their renewal notice. The task is to contact by phone, mail, or email those who have allowed 
their membership support to lapse. Our membership is the life blood of the WCHS. Work can be done on your 
own schedule. Need someone who enjoys talking to people.   

Contact Val Gregory  - (509) 397-2555     wchsdirector1@gmail.com  
 

The ongoing health of our organization NEEDS YOU! 

https://www.uidaho.edu/cals/sandpoint-organic-agriculture-center/conference?fbclid=IwAR07zJ_Jnh-4lEleDwEYGdEGmkelRtpPvWu40HF9ynPPsdsQdGiwGGMKoow
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PERKINS HOUSE HOSTS DRIVE-BY VINTAGE FASHION 

SHOW AND FUNDRAISER FOR FUNDATION 

 

The public is invited to 623 Perkins Avenue in Colfax on Saturday, Sep-
tember 19, 2020, from 1 to 3 pm. to view a  garden show of replica clothing, captur-
ing the times of an earlier age. A bevy of vintage-attired models will be poised to 
entertain and delight passer byes. The public is invited to contribute non-perishable 
food goods for the Colfax Food Bank or monetary donations for the restoration of 
the Perkins House foundation which is in dire need of repairs. 

Three activities are planned:   

1.  Donation collection from cars – visitors can drive slowly by without leaving 
their cars and view the fashions while briefly pausing to provide their food or cash 
donations to standing by volunteers (masks and gloves). There is ample space to turn 
around beyond the house and make a return trip! 

2.  Park and Walk through the Perkins House garden – three “vignettes” will be 
set up for closer viewing. Costumed volunteers will be demonstrating a “tea party,” 
an active game of croquet, and the two-person swing.  Each scene will be socially 
distanced to protect our volunteers and visitors. Masks and hand sanitizers will be 
provided. Volunteers will be grouped by family ties, to minimize exposure to any 
virus. The grass will have a few arrows and lines to indicate walking barriers for visi-
tors.  

3. Tours of the House  – one docent will be available inside the 1886 house for self-
guided tours. Again masks and hand sanitizers will be available.  

4. Visit Perkins Cabin – guests will be able to see inside the original Perkins cabin which dates back to 1870. 

Outreach Coordinator Jill Gfeller and grand 

daughter Kaelyn  extend a warm invitation 

to all. 

During the week of July 15th, someone broke into the 
Perkins House Cabin by kicking in the back door.  That 
person gained entry to the cabin, but apparently did not 
take anything. The Colfax Police chief investigated this 
incident and the Department has increased nighttime 
monitoring of the area. 

The back door was totally destroyed, although the new 
security locks which were installed in April held nicely. 
However, all the wood in the door splintered so the per-
son was able to walk through the damaged door into the 
cabin. A new solid core door with extra locks to replace 
the damaged one is needed. 

Motion detection 
cameras have 
been installed 
that will take 
high quality pho-
tos at night and 
research is un-
derway for mo-
tion detection 
spotlights.  

See Nancy Rothwell for more information—
nrothwell12@gmail.com  

WCHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2017—2020 

Janet Barstow, Palouse  Pat Flansburg, Palouse 

     barstow@palouse.com              pflans@gmail.com 

Linda Hackbarth, Pullman Greg Partch, Garfield 

     lindahackbarth39@gmail.com           gpartch@completebbs.com 

 

2018—2021 

Theresa Dale, St. John  Greg Druffel, Colton  

     perkinscoordinator@gmail.com        gregory@inlandnet.com  

Denise Mahnkey , Pullman Jeff Pietila, Lacrosse 

     dloceanlover@hotmail.com        jepietila@icloud.com 

2019—2022 

Jon Anderson   Krista Boyd, Colfax 

     jpacpa@pullman.com         kristaboyd@yahoo.com     

Mark Clinton, Colfax  Carrie Lipe, Colfax 

     colfaxclintons@gmail.com       lipe.carrie@gmail.com  

 

Director: Val Gregory, Steptoe—wchsdirector1@gmail.com 

509-397-2555 
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NP Depot Project Awarded First Major State Grant for WCHS 

The Pullman Depot Heritage Center was selected as one of thirty-six out of forty applicants to be approved for 

funding through the Washington State Historical Society’s Heritage Capital Grant program. Non-profits 

throughout the state can apply for WSHS preservation funds every two years. These thirty-six projects, totaling 

nearly ten million dollars, will be forwarded to the state legislature for final approval next January. Since 1995, 

HCP has distributed more than $80 million in capital grants to support more than 300 community history facili-

ties and historic landscapes, but this is the first time the Whitman County Historical Society has applied.  

The group asked for $265,740 to support their plans to restore the exterior of the depot, which is estimated to 

cost $400,000. A provision of the grant is that the applicant must match any state funds with twice as much of 

their own. Generous donors have already provided over $300,000 to cover the purchase of the building. That 

amount, plus other donations, grants, and volunteer hours brought PDHS match to a whopping $542,700. 

Reviewers were impressed with community support for the Pullman 

Depot and the details of the proposal, ranking it at #25. Having forty 

applications was a record and included many smaller requests from 

rural areas. The bulk of the projects come from west of the moun-

tains, but eastern Washington made a good showing with other 

grants going to Friends of Gladish, the rock houses in Lacrosse, the 

Cheney depot, and City of Waitsburg. 

To support these efforts to restore the depot’s exterior, the Pullman 

Depot Heritage Center is launching a ‘Fix the Bricks’ campaign with a 

goal of raising $135,000 to help meet the total cost of the initial im-

provements. PDHC plans to initiate Stage 1 of their Facility Master 

Plan, developed in cooperation with Design West Architects, starting 

in the summer of 2021. Anyone willing to contribute can go to the 

WCHS website or send a check to WCHS/Depot Project, PO Box 67, 

Colfax, WA 99111. 

This first stage includes masonry repair, repointing and replacing damaged or missing bricks, and restoring 

stone features. New roofing materials will replicate the original clay tile in scale, texture, and color. The group 

hopes to achieve their ambitious five-stage restoration, preservation, and rehabilitation plan, estimated to to-

tal four million dollars, over the next several years. Help from history lovers and train enthusiasts is needed. 

After the two extra passenger cars left, the front of the building was visible again, allowing for future rehabilita-

tion, but the cost of removing and repairing the roof came to more than $36,000. One remaining car and ca-

boose will be restored and utilized by 

PDHS.  

 

More information can be found at 

www.pullmandepot.org and on 

Facebook at Pullman-Depot-Heritage-

Center  

Many places need brick work 



WHAT TO DO AND SEE AROUND WHITMAN COUNTY 
 
With most everyone hunkered down at home, it might be refreshing to take a road trip. Here are a few suggestions: 
 

1) Roy Chatters Newspaper and Printing Museum at 117 E Main St, Palouse, endeavors to be 
open every Saturday from 10 to 2. As with all volunteer-staffed entities, there may be an occasion-
al Saturday closure. Please call 509-330-0353 to confirm, or to schedule your visit at another time. 
There are three great eateries in Palouse (Palouse Caboose, Congress, and Bank Left Gallery and 
Bistro) plus unique shopping opportunities. Many feature Thursday, Friday, and Saturday hours. 

 

2) While in Palouse stop to walk around the 1895 Holy Trinity 
Church (105 E. Alder) and see its famous lychgate, a typical 
component of most historic English churches. A lychgate was a 
covered gateway to a church yard where a coffin of a deceased 
was placed prior to burial. The term is derived from the Old 
English word ”lich,” meaning corpse. Turn north 
off Hwy 27 where it curves west by going straight 
onto Bridge St. and drive to E. Alder. 
 

3) Eden Valley Cemetery is located in a grove of pine trees off Hwy. 272, about five 
miles east of Palouse and just east of Altergott Rd. This cemetery must have started 
about 1880, judging from the headstone readings. Look for the decorative headstone 
of Mary Fisher, buried in 1880 and born in 1796. It is in the NW corner of the proper-
ty. Many Civil War markers can be found, too. Numerous members of the Turnbow 
family are buried here, including J. E. Turnbow, b. Nov 03, 1848, d. Aug 02, 1881. 

 
 
4) A couple miles west of the Eden Valley Cemetery turn north from Hwy 272 onto Draper Brown Road. Travel north until you 

bend left onto the Elberton Road. Stop and explore the “ghost town” of Elberton along the Palouse River. The town was 
formed in 1886 by Sylvester Wait and named after his son, Elbert. The Oregon Railway and Navigation Company built a line 
through the valley in 1880. Elberton enjoyed an economic boom at the turn of the century, spurred by a sawmill, a flour mill, 
acres of prune orchards and a four-furnace fruit dryer said to be the largest in the world. The town also hosted the famed El-

berton Picnic, once visited by former presidential 
candidate William Jennings Bryan. The closing of 
the sawmill in the early 1900s, a bad fire in 1908, 
and a flood in 1910 all led to a decline in the 
town. Most folks started moving out once the 
Great Depression hit. Today few remnants re-
main (church, railroad bridge and cemetery) but 
some hearty souls call it home. Following north 
on Elberton Road takes you to Garfield. 1 
900ton had a population o 

5) The historic R.C. McCroskey House, built in 1898, can be found at the north end of Garfield off Hwy 27 at 803 N. 4th St. It is 
currently operated as a bed & breakfast business. While this property was undoubtedly in agricultural use throughout the 
1880s, its historical importance did not begin until 1887, when Robert Crampton McCroskey (1845–1922) purchased the acre-

age. Over the ensuing twenty-five years McCroskey built the home and extended 
his land holdings until he had one of the largest wheat farms in Whitman County, 
more than 2,000 acres. The McCroskey family contributed to Whitman County in 
many ways. Robert McCroskey was elected to the Washington State Senate for the 
second and third legislative sessions (1891—1895). In this capacity, he was active 
in the founding of the Agricultural College Experiment Station and the School of 
Science, now Washington State University. His half-brother, J. P. T. McCroskey, was 
a representative from Whitman County to the Washington State Constitutional 
Convention of 1889; his cousin, the Reverend Solon McCroskey, was Garfield, 
Washington’s first Cumberland Presbyterian minister; his nephew Virgil McCroskey 
gave Steptoe Butte to the state of Washington for use as a park; and his nephew, 
Milton McCroskey, aside from being a Washington State University football star, 
was active in Whitman County government.  
 



PULLMAN PASSENGER CAR TAKEN NORTHWEST OF COLFAX AFTER TWO YEARS OF PLANNING 

One of the two passenger cars given away by the Pullman Depot Heritage Center went to the Krause family who have a farm adja-

cent to the Manning Bridge. They paid for the car to be hauled to the site by a train transport company from Kennewick, Washing-

ton, and assisted with its final placement along the Palouse River. The removal of the cars opened the building for restoration. 

The passenger cars had been placed on an auxiliary track just feet from the building by the previous 

owner, Dan Antoni. Part of the roof needed to be removed before the cars could be extricated. 

Driving through downtown Colfax was a sight! 

Getting to the final destination next to the Manning wooden bridge included back road excitement. 

The ride ended on the aban-

doned rail bed near the river 

after a harrowing descent 

through a wheat field. 
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