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Perkins House Gets Long-Awaited Foundation Repairs 

Nancy Rothwell 
 

Because of the ravages of time and major settling, the Perkins House 
foundation has deteriorated and needs extensive restoration. Cracks 
have been appearing in interior and exterior foundation walls. Most 
windows and some doors throughout the house no longer open.    

Following an extensive evaluation by Reliant Engineering in Pullman, 
we solicited bids from contractors for the work. Legacy Contractors 
of Deary, ID. were the successful bidders. Work will begin on Phase 
One in January 2021 and be completed by end of March. (Phase One 
involves heavy equipment on the lawn for cement work, etc. There is 
an advantage to having our lawn frozen to minimize damage.) Phase 
Two, which involves exterior work such as brick and mortar repair 
and a drainage field, will begin in June and finished July 16th. The to-
tal cost of the restoration will be approximately $80,000. 

The Perkins House is such an important part of our local history, we 
need to save this valuable museum. What would we do without the 
annual Ice Cream Social?  School tours for children? A beautiful link 
to the past? Unfortunately our multiple attempts to obtain grant 
funding was not successful so we continue to solicit funds privately.   

Consider donating what you can and mailing it 
to: 

 Whitman County Historical Society    

 PO Box 67, Colfax, WA. 99111 

Your donation is tax deductible and you will 
receive a big heartfelt thank you from the vol-
unteers at Perkins House!   

If you have questions, contact either Val Gregory     
(wchsdirector1@gmail.com)   or  

Nancy Rothwell, Perkins House Coordinator 
(perkinscoordinator2@gmail.com) .  

Dear WCHS Members, 

As we put 2020 behind us, I know we’re all looking forward to 

2021 and the hope that we are at the beginning of the end of this 

horrible pandemic, especially with all the loss of loved ones and 

the local history they take with them. So many stories are now 

lost forever. With that said, I’m hoping we can put a renewed 

emphasis on all those stories needing to be recorded, while we 

still can. In order to do this, we need volunteers to join with Den-

ise for preserving those important voices and stories of our Pa-

louse. Will you be able to share some of your time to help us pre-

serve those voices before they are lost? Please contact Denise 

Adams at daisythorn@gmail.com to help us save those voices. 

We desperately need as many individuals as possible to be 

trained in the art of getting and preserving their stories. Also, 

another important need is for Ed Garretson at our archives. We 

are busting at the seems with donated items that need proper 

intake and then to be correctly archived in our system.   

 Greg Partch, WCHS President 

ACQUISITION OF THE WCHS ARCHIVES—2020 

Robert King  1895 Uniontown area map & 1923 LaCrosse Annual   

Marty Mullen   Bottle; files on her book; Photos: Daggy house 

Nancy Rothwell  Kerosene Floor Lamp of 1890   

Neal Brown  Tekoa 1954 Reunion   

Allen Jenkins  Nimrod book 2nd edition 

Mary Ann Hinnenkamp  Sheer Toy Soldier Set; Blue Quilt, 1920s; Wedding 
   Dress 1913  

Greg Parch  4 Colfax photos (1975-24) & 1966 Colfax Phone Dir. 

Whitman County Gazette Newspapers, negatives, & photos 1960s &1970s.  

Jill Gfeller   Butter molds, spatula, and 6 books  

Robert King  3 cookbooks; phone books 

Mary Simonsen  3 Pullman postcards c 1910 

Colfax Kiwanis   Kiwanis materials from Colfax (4 boxes) 

Bob Downen  Pullman High HI Times 1960, 1963 

Loretta Wolf Estate. Uniontown materials 

Mary Carloye  Pullman Civic Trust minutes & digital file of minutes    

Sharon Morgan  Fair Buttons 

Edna Mae Schultheis Numerous books and photos of Colton & church 

Richard Old  Colfax annuals 1960, 1964-69; 3 Bricks from  
   Winona; T. Carpenter papers; bags 

Mike Thomas  1912 G. A. R. metal with ribbon; Quann’s WSU   
   Veterans book 

Lucy Linden  Abstract of Title (3) in Pullman 

Photo: Rothwell pointing  
to some exterior cracks 

mailto:wchsdirector1@gmail.com
mailto:perkinscoordinator2@gmail.com
mailto:daisythorn@gmail.com


Pullman Depot Heritage Center Re-homes Passenger Cars 

As part of an overall plan to prepare for the restoration of the depot, two 

85’ passenger cars were removed. These cars were brought to the site by 

the previous owner and situated on an auxiliary track right next to the 

building, thus blocking the trackside view, impinging on the roof, 

and preventing access for restoration purposes.  

An experienced RR moving crew from Mike Curtis Co., Kennewick, 

was engaged to coordinate the endeavor. It involved lifting each car 

about two feet off its “trucks” and placing road wheels underneath, 

before hooking to a semi-truck. A portion of the depot eaves need-

ed to be removed in order to proceed.  

Once road-ready, the cars were delivered to their new owners at 

their expense. The Todd Krause family, whose farm northwest of 

Colfax is adjacent to the Manning-Rye Wooden Bridge, acquired the 

first one. It was precariously transported over dirt roads and down a 

sloping wheat field. Sadly the Krause homes and bridge were later 

destroyed during the Manning Fire, but the rail car survived. 

A second car was delivered to a family east of Moscow in a similar 

fashion. Video clips from both journeys can be viewed on the PDHC 

Facebook page or website. 

This leaves one Northern Pacific passenger car and a Union Pacific 

caboose on site, which will be included in future interpretive planning. The 

roof, eaves, soffit, and fascia were repaired. The phase I plan is to begin 

exterior restoration work this summer. The Heritage Center’s “Fix the 

Bricks” campaign and other fundraising efforts raised over $190,000 in 

2020.  Estimated costs for this portion of the project is between $370,000-

$400,000. 

     www.pullmandepot.org    www.facebook.com/PullmanDepot 

Cashup Davis Exhibit 

The Whitman County Historical Society has a new project! We are 
thrilled to announce that the “Cashup Davis Exhibit” is now located 
in the Center at the Colfax Library.  

On display is the telescope from the Cashup Davis Hotel that once 
sat near the top of Steptoe Butte. Cashup Davis' top hat and sword 
displayed in the hotel is included, plus the wonderful story of one of 
the first pioneers who came to the Palouse Country. There is an 
electronic display showing pictures of the hotel and Cashup Davis.  

A huge thank you to the Davis family, WSU, and the library for help-
ing us make this happen. A beautiful custom-made display case was 
built by Roger Hall of Steptoe.  

Be sure to check out the library website for hours of operation and 
stop in to see the exhibit.   

https://www.whitco.lib.wa.us/ 

 

Ice Cream Social Cancelled— 

Railway Days instead 

 

Because of COVID uncertainties and finding 

no volunteer leader for planning the event, 

we are cancelling the Ice Cream Social for 

this year. However, tentative plans for an 

“outdoors only” 

event are being 

made. 

A local RR speeders group hopes to provide 

speeder rides as our fundraiser (depends 

again on COVID status). Vintage costumes 

and outside events will also be planned. So-

cial distancing and other COVID protocol 

will be encouraged. A final determination 

will be made by the end of March whether 

this event can go ahead or be cancelled. 

RAILROAD DAYS AT PERKINS HOUSE 

June 20, 2021 

Photos above: 

Car #1 hooked to semi-truck 

Train car coming through Colfax 

On the back roads 

Cashup Davis Exhibit at Colfax Library                               Davis telescope 

This is a speeder! 

 

VOLUNTEER WANTED 

WCHS is looking for someone who would enjoy dealing with the objects/

artifacts donated to the Historical Society. The job is that of the registrar/

recorder who collects information on each object and enters all facts into 

our database. The task does currently require spending some time in both 

Pullman and Colfax. The task would involve about a four hour per month 

commitment, but you could set your own times.       

 Contact Val Gregory     wchsdirector1@gmail.com 

https://www.whitco.lib.wa.us/

